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O ' ore wore

|  jN C E  more the members of the Winchester Amateur Operatic Society extend warm 
greetings to their many patrons and friends and express the hope that they will 

thoroughly enjoy the presentation of the charming and mirth-provoking Opera “ Patience ” 
which is being revived after a lapse of 27 years, the first production of which took place in 
1923.

The present revival will no doubt be particularly welcomed by many of the older 
friends of the Society and by play-goers in general for, with the exception of “ Trial by Jury ” 
and “ H.M.S. Pinafore ” in 1925, and “ Utopia ” in 1931, all the popular series of the Gilbert 
and Sullivan Operas have each in their turn been given repeat performances. “ Patience” struck 
an entirely new note in Opera production in 1881 ; it ran for a greater number of consecutive 
performances than did any other of the Gilbert and Sullivan works, with the exception of 
“ The Mikado ” and “ H.M.S. Pinafore.”

There is indeed a distinct touch of satire in the very name of the Opera. The strange 
craze for aestheticism against which it was directed must have surely tried the patience of so 
brilliant an exponent of English common-sense as the late Sir William Gilbert, and it might 
be fairly claimed that his devastating wit helped in a large measure to bring about the well- 
deserved demise of this strange cult which had gained a firm hold on a certain section of the 
society' of those days.

Ridicule is a powerful weapon of reform, and Gilbert’s keen sense of the ridiculous gave 
him ample scope in the holding up to contempt this abnormal craze for poetic extravagance 
and aesthetic type of nonsense. A healthy clearance of the decks was brought about in a large 
measure by the great popularity of the Opera, the pretentious shams of the movement being 
exploded by the hearty laughter occasioned by Gilbert’s exuberant wit and caustic criticism.

The music of “ Patience ” of Arthur Sullivan received universal admiration and 
acclaim, an eminent critic of the day writing that the Opera “ swept the country like a melodious 
whirlwind.” It has never failed to delight succeeding generations of playgoers and still 
continues to be one of the most attractive features of the Opera. Long and arduous rehearsals 
have been carried out at the Guildhall during the past week and no effort will be spared by 
all concerned to give a thoroughly enjoyable and successful performance to all the Society’s 
patrons and friends who will attend the Opera.

A. C.



Vice-Presidents
President - TH E LORD ASHBURTON 
- M r. A. CLEM ENTS, D r. P. T . FREEMAN, m .b.f.., j.p .

Queenie Bird 
L ionel Chew 
D orothy Crosby

Stage Manager 
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer 
Auditor 
Lighting by 
Prompter

Call Boys

Stage Assistants

Make-up Assistants

Wardrobe Mistresses

Accompanist 

Joint Secretaries

Executive Committee : 
Norm an Pearson ( Chairman) 

M argaret E lto n  
Aubrey H arding  
M ervyn H ayne  
H orace T a y lo r

Joan Pearson 
Roy Portsmouth 
V era Portsmouth

N orman Pearson 
W illiam  Staniforth 
L eslie F reeman 
H orace W. Poole 
James Offord 
K itty B ishop

/ L eslie Freeman 
/ S tephen S ummons 
f  D ennis H awes 
j Philip K ing

-  ̂ Ernest Ponsford
Reginald Saint 

^F rederick S impkins

/ N orris Elton 
\ D orothy M cCrea

f  Joyce Cotterill
- V ivien Cotterill 

I^Ruby V aughan

H ilda Saunders

/ B arbara H arding 
\  G erald H arding

Costumes, Perruquier and make-up, B. J. S immons & Co. L td ., London

Scenery by Stage Scenery L td ., London

£ 1,685
The above sum is the total amount given to various 

charities since the formation o f the Society



o f  i L era

I N the little village lying under the shadow of Castle Bunthorne twenty love-sick maidens 
have one and all fallen deeply in love with the stalwart and handsome 35th Heavy Dragoon 
Guards, an affection heartily reciprocated, even as far as an engagement being arranged 

by all concerned.

The sudden arrival on the scene of Reginald Bunthorne, a fleshly poet and devotee of 
the strange aesthetic cult, plays havoc with the girls’ susceptibilities, all, including Lady Jane 
(an elderly spinster), falling madly in love with him, to the indignation and even consternation 
ot the Dragoons. But the aesthetic poet is enamoured of the engaging milkmaid Patience, 
and the air is rampant with jealousy and disappointment amongst the twenty love-sick maidens 
by this slighting of their united charms. He is “ icy-insensible,” and Lady Jane reveals the 
secret of his preference for Patience, claiming that “ the wealth of golden love stored up in 
her own rugged old bosom ” was far preferable to the affections of a mere village dairymaid.

Patience is sympathetic and full of pity, but being heart-free she cannot understand 
their sudden rapturous adulation for the gentleman with the long hair and strange appearance.

Led by Col. Calverley, the Dragoons press their suit, singing their own praises with 
great ardour, but alas ! with little response :—

“ They are sneering at us, fleering at us, jeering at us,
Pretty sort of treatment for a military man ! ”

Bunthorne still further enrages them by his strange antics and poetic effusions, attended 
by all the love-sick maidens in rapturous worship. They all adore his “ precious nonsense,” 
but the ardour of his love-making frightens Patience, who in her innocence knows nothing 
of such delicate and emotional matters.

Complications arise in the arrival of a stranger, Archibald Grosvenor, another idyllic 
poet of remarkable beauty and godlike grace, who reveals himself to Patience as an old sweet
heart of their childhood days. In spite of his long absence he is still in love with her. Struck 
by his handsome appearance, the whole of the maidens transfer their affections to “Archibald 
the Allright ” as he is lovingly termed, and the rivalry of the two poets soon reaches an acute 
stage.

Bunthorne plans to outwit Grosvenor in a rather original fashion, first by inducing him 
to completely change himself into a common-place individual.

The hard-working Dragoons have been busily engaged in training themselves to 
become real high-brow devotees of the aesthetic cult and with signal success. Their devotion 
deeply touches the ladies and a happy reconciliation is brought about.

The choice of brides provides a highlight of the Opera, and with the exception of 
Bunthorne’s dilemma all ends happily. He is completely outwitted and dolefully sings :—

“ In that case unprecedented 
Single I  must live and die,

I  shall have to be contented 
With a tulip or li-ly.”

A. C.



Gilbert and Sullivan’s Opera

or BUNTHORNE’S BRIDE 
(By permission of the executors of R. D ’Oyly Carte)

Dramatis personae :
Colonel Calverley
Major Murgatroyd
Lieut. The Duke of Dunstable

('Officers of 
Dragoon Guards)

Reginald Bunthorne (a Fleshly Poet) -
Archibald Grosvenor {an Idyllic Poet)
Mr. Bunthorne’s Solicitor
The Lady Angela 
The Lady Saphir 
The Lady Ella 
The Lady Jane

* {Rapturous Maidens)

Patience {a Dairy Maid)

fJOHN M ii.llr 
L ionel Chew 

^M ervyn H ayne

-  H erbert D orson

-  H orace T aylor

-  Philip K ing

'E ileen M organ 
J M uriel W ilson 

Joan Stone 
^Dorothy Crosby

- Constance Smithers

Chorus o f  Rapturous Maidens and Officers of Dragoon Guards

ACT I - - EXTERIOR OF CASTLE BUNTHORNE
ACT II  - - A GLADE

Bird, Q. F.
Blake, B.
Bower, C.
Elton, M.
F isher, M. E. 
Gosling, W. 
H ayne, I. M.

Anderson, A. 
Baverstock, R. A. 
Belcher, R. E. 
Cave, J. W. 
D ouglas, ]. 
Harding, G. V. 
H eal, A. V.

Chorus of Rapturous Maidens :
M cD onald, E. H. 
O’Grady, I.
Owton, M.
Owton, R.
Pearson, J.
Ponsford, H.

Chorus of Officers of Dragoon
H icks, G.
H ooker, A. M. 
H utchins, R. C.
Jones, FI. C. W.
Josey, S. J.
O ’G rady, J.

Portsmouth, C. L. V. 
R ichardson, P. 
Roberts, S. K. 
Symonds, A. 
W illiams, M. C. 
W ride, S.

Guards :
Portsmouth, C. R. L. 
Sacree, A. C. 
Saunders, D. G. 
Savage, G. W.
Smith, G. G. 
Wattkrson, F.

Producer and Stage Director : Musical Director :
LAWSON MACKAY JOHN SEALEY, b .mus., f.r.c.o., a.r.c.m .



OVERTURE
M USICAL NUMBERS

ACT I

1. Chorls of A Laidens with Solos (Angela and
Ella) -

2. Recitative (Patience, Saphir, Angela and
Chorus) -
-AND SONG (Patience) -

2a. Chorus o f  Maidens (Exit)

3. S o lo  (Colonel) and Chorus o f  Dragoons -

4. Chore's with Solos (Angela, Ella, Saphir, and
B umhorne) -

4a. Chorus of ALaidens (Exit)
5. Song (Colonel) -
6. 'R ecita tive and Song (Bunthorne)
7. D uet (Patience and Angela)
8. D uet (Patience and Grosvenor)
8a. D uet (Patience and Grosvenor)

9. F inale -

“ Twenty love-sick maidens we ”
“ Still brooding on their mad infatua

tion ”
“ I cannot tell what this love may be ”
“ Twenty love-sick maidens we ”
“ The Soldiers of our Queen ”
“ In  a doleful train two and two we 

walk ”
“ Twenty love-sick maidens w e”
“ When I first put this uniform on ”
“ Am I alone and unobserved ”
“ Long years ago, fourteen maybe ”
“ Prithee, pretty maiden ”
“ Though to marry you would really 

selfish be ”
“ Let the merry cymbals sound ”

1.

2 .
3.

4.

5.

6 .

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

ACT II

Chorus of ALaidens -

Recitative and S ong (Jane)
Chorus of ALaidens -

S ong (Grosvenor) .and Chorus of ALaidens -

SONG (Patience) -
D uet (Jane and Bunthorne)
T rio (Duke, Major, and Colonel)
Quintet (Angela, Saphir, Duke, Major, and 

Colonel) -
D uet (Bunthorne and Grosvenor)
Song (Grosvenor) and Chorus of ALaidens -

F inale -

“ On such eyes as maidens cherish ”
“  Sad is that woman’s lot ”
“ Turn, oh turn in this direction ”
“ A magnet hung in a hardware shop ” 
“ Love is a plaintive song ”
“ So go to him, and say to him ”
“ I t’s clear that mediaeval art ”

“ I f  Saphir I choose to marry7 ”
“ WTen I go out of door ”
“ I'm  a Waterloo House young man ” 
“ After much debate internal ”



ORCHESTRA

Bassoon : 
Mi(. C la rk

1*7 I'iolins :
M k. E. T rigg 
M rs. Hartn hi.i 
M rs. Warwick 
M iss K. CouicLouuu

'Cellos :
M r. W alton 
M iss (). Ormk

Double Hass : 
M rs. E. Brooks

Horns :
M r. M orris 
M r. B iro

2nd Violins :
Miss N. Fulcher 
M iss G. l 'n  i ni R 
M r. S. Z. Alma 
M iss G. Edwards

Violas :
Miss A. H arris 
M iss O. H ayward

Flutes :
M r. M. Jonhs 
M r. W. Barnett

Oboe :
M r. Orton

Clarinets :
M r. A. T aylor 
M r. Sauniihks

Trumpets :
M r . S. V. Bayne 
M r. Rhodes

Trombones :
M r. Coxon 
M r. H askeli.

Timpani : 
M r. W. D unn

The Winchester Amateur Operatic Society welcomes the following Societies and wishes to
thank them for their interest and support :—

Alton Romsey
Eastleigh Southampton

PAST PRODUCTIONS

The Pirates of Penzance ” - 1913
The Mikado ” - 1914
Iolanthe ” - - - 1920
The Yeoman of the Guard ” - 1921
The Gondoliers ” - 1922
Patience ” - - 1923
Ruddigore ” - 1924
Trial by Jury ” and
H.M.S. Pinafore ” - 1925
Prineess Ida ” - 1926
The Mikado ” - 1927
Iolanthe ” - 1928
Merrie England ” - 1929

“ The Gondoliers ”
“ Utopia ” -
“ 1’hc Yeoman of the Guard ”
“ The Pirates of Penzance ”
“ Ruddigore ”
“ Princess Ida ” -
“ The Mikado ” -
“ Iolanthc ”
“ Tom Jones ” -
“ Monsieur Beaucaire ”
“ Merrie England,” Concert Version 
“ Iolanthe ”
“ Gondoliers ”

1()30
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1947
1948
1949



( hicj Steward: Aubrey J, H arding

C. A. Bath 
L. S. Blake 
W. F. C ooper 
R. G. Croft 
V. N. Crosby 
A. R. E dmonds

G. Emmence

H. R. Evans

A. G. N. F inch 
R. H elliwell

M rs. M. G. Bath 
M iss M. A. Binstead 
M iss M. H. Bone 
M rs. E. A. Chew 
M rs. M. R. Cooper 
M rs. V. Croft 
M rs. A. D ancy 
M iss J. F. D avey 
M iss w . Edwards 
M rs. M. Elkins 
M rs. B. D. Emmence 
M iss A. G ard 
M iss K. O. M. G oater 
M iss V. W. Green

Rosemary Belcher 
Pamela Brown 
Joan Cook 
Gwyneth Ellis 
Peggy Emery

Stewards :
C. R. H opkins

D. 11. 1 Iu tch ings 
L. E. H utch ings 
F. H. |upe
C. J. H. M ann 
J. C. M oreton 
P. C. M oreton 
I.. A. Naylor 
R. N. Parsons 
W. W. Powell 
H. G. Reed

Programme Sellers :
Miss K. A. Gunn 
M rs. M. Hancock 
M iss J. M. E. IIennesey 
M rs. D. H. H utchings 
M rs. G. E. Hutchings 
M rs. M. M. H utchings 
M rs. E. Journeaux 
M rs. W. E. Joyce 
M iss C. D. L iddle 
M iss P. V. Lovell 
M rs. V. M. L. M ann 
M rs. E. A. M edley 
M rs. E. E. Parsons 
M rs. D. Peaty

Ice Cream Sellers :
M adeline E'urmidge 
M argaret H utchings 
H eather I.amond 
Barbara L ock 
M oira M atthews 
Beryl N ewman

S. A. Richardson 
A. V. Small 
D. H. Smith 
F. T. Smith 
H. W. Smith 
C. Spikins 
H. G. Stainer 
M. H. Strutiiers 
W. D. R. Weller 
J. M. W ilson

M iss M. Peploe 
M iss J. R. Pritchard 
M iss L. L. R ichards 
M iss J. R ichardson 
M rs. D. K. Smith 
M rs. A. E. Strange 
M iss M. W atts 
M iss A. Welch 
M rs. D. J. T. Weller 
M rs. O. M. Whitehead 
M rs. A. D. W ickens 
M rs. D. W ild 
M rs. G. E. Wride 
M rs. M. E. Wright

Barbara Page 
Wendy Putnam 
J ill White 
Wendy White 
Betty Wright

ANNUM . DINNER AND DANCE

The Society is holding its Dinner and Dance at the Guildhall 
on Monday, May 20th, and a cordial welcome is extended to all 
friends who would like to be present.

Tickets for same (price 12s. C>d.) may be obtained from any 
member of the Committee or from the Chief Steward.



W A R R E N  <t SON L t d . 
T H E  W Y K E H A M  P R E S S  

W IN C H E S T E R


