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ADVERTISEMENTS
Of some thirty local firms advertising in the 
society’s first programme in 1913, six are still in 
business today. All six have agreed to advertise 
again in our 1987 programme, and it is largely 
thanks to their generosity that we are able to 
produce a programme which, we trust, will provide 
an adequate souvenir of this memorable occasion. 
In each case the original 1913 advertisement 
appears on the left page of the programme, while 
this year’s appears on the right. We hope that these 
firms, like us, will continue to thrive, and we 
earnestly request our audience to study the 
advertisements and to patronise these well- 
established features of Winchester life.

Many of the decorative features in this programme 
-  such as the above flower -  are taken from the 
1913 programme. The silhouette below, from the 
1928 programme, is by Archie Clements, a Society 
stalwart in many fields.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Programme Editor feds that a few words should be said to 
introduce our Society's President, Mrs Barbara Harding.

She is of course the daughter of J.E. Whitwam, one of the 
founders of the Society, and has thus been involved with W.A.O.S. 
from birth, beginning her career, with her sister Joan, as a 
youthful programme seller. Both girls moved up to take their 
place on stage in principal roles or in the chorus, both have since 
had seats on the Committee. Barbara served a lengthy spell as 
Secretary (jointly with her late husband Gerald) and now she 
greatly honours us as President. Most people will be aware that so 
brief a biography as this cannot hope to convey the quantity and 
quality of her contribution.

We must, however, add that her daughter Stella is a devoted 
member of the chorus, and her son David has undertaken the 
lighting for several shows; and we must count ourselves the more 
fortunate for the remarkable fact that our Society has been thus 
served by members of one family for seventy five years.

ESTABLISHED 1772. ESTABLISHED 1772.
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T e l e p h o n e  N o .  3 7 0 ;

On behalf of Winchester Amateur Operatic Society may I extend 
to you a warm welcome to this very special production of 
Iolanthe. Very special because 1987 marks the 75th anniversary 
of the Society. This achievement has been possible through the 
continuous support and loyalty of our members, patrons, and of 
course, our audiences throughout the years since 1912.

In spite of the gaps forced upon us by two world wars the 
Society has performed almost all the Gilbert and Sullivan operas 
(most of them many times -  this is the seventh Iolanthe!) and has 
extended the repertoire to include operettas, musicals and grand 
opera. Autumn concerts have frequently been a feature of the 
annual programme in the last 21 years. Our intention has always 
been to encourage as wide a range of membership and audience 
as possible by planning a varied programme of musical events.

Donations amounting to several thousand pounds have been 
forwarded to a number of charities over the years, and in 1985 
the Society gave £5,000 towards the restoration of the Theatre 
Royal and a further £5,000 this year.

It is a great bonus to be able to perform in a ‘real’ theatre with 
so many benefits, and we are eagerly awaiting the final phase of 
refurbishment and the completion of the Royal’s already 
manifold amenities.

This brings me to mention the Junior Section of W.A.O.S., 
which recently performed H.M.S. Pinafore in this theatre, to full 
houses and great acclaim. The Junior Section is now in its sixth 
year, and flourishing; I wish it every success. Several of its 
members have already ‘graduated’ to the main Society, and we 
look forward to welcoming many more.

Much time, thought and hard work is necessary for the 
preparation of every production. I believe that the tremendous 
team spirit and enthusiasm of all those involved both on stage 
and behind the scenes has been and will continue to be the key to 
the long running success of the W.A.O.S. Not only does this 
ensure the commitment to each production but it also produces 
that vital atmosphere of enjoyment which communicates so 
strongly to you, our audience.

May the enthusiasm and pleasure that has been shared 
between the Society and its audience during the past three 
quarters of a century continue to inspire our efforts during the 
Iolanthe week and onwards towards our centenary year of 2012!

YV1NCHESTER am ateu r  o pera tic
T T SO C IETY .

la Aid s i th# Fund* ot the Royal Hampahlrt 
County HoapRal,

P m m idk .nt :
T h e  R ig h t  H on. t h e  E aiii. of NouTiim uioK.

THE GUILDHALL, WINCHESTER,
MAY 20th, 21st, and 22nd, 1913.

Gilbert and Sullivan's Opera,

“ T H E  PIR ATES OF 
PEN ZA N C E."

i ’ull Orchertra and Special Scent:/ and Costumes 
from Loudon.

Mat**!
Iluih

Cuilt;
Major General Nranlny................... Mr Krneal Him
£"*•»'«  Mr Frank »i

...................................... . Mr J Ai
gaocaaot of Potto*.....................  . Mr. J K Wl„».

..................................  Mr. A. J .  Or-
...............................  M i** Fkirw u i

...............................................  Mum Kl
I*"1® • M.«» l.uc*  Hh-K

............. ........   M.**WaJo»
' • L * ' .........................................  M im  HutU S»

Chorus of Pirate*. Policemen, anil Major Oenen 
btanley'r .Uu^hien,

Corulurtor and Proiooor ...............  Ma. G ioaoa H,
lino. Huwo Manager M«. Non. | | . i t
Mod. Aatiilaul Blage M anager......Ml  K, J, Uol

Bo* Office now open at M own. W hitwam and 
Coyrh’r, 70, High-street, Winchester. Tel. 347 

lie served Seats, 3s. ed. and 3g .; Second Seat 
2 a . ; Admission, Is . «

Doors Open a t 7.30. Early Doors 7 (lid. extra). 
Carnages u t 10.30.

J . E. W HITW AM , Hon. See. 
70, Ihyh-itrcrt, D iiirAnlrr.

THE
ADVERTISEMENT 

IN THE
HAMPSHIRE
CHRONICLE

of May 17th 1913 
publicising 

the first performance 
by W.A.O.S.

THE PRODUCTION 
WAS A SELL-OUT!

NOW as THEN it pays 
to advertise 

in the
HAMPSHIRE
CHRONICLE

Est. 1772 
Fridays

57 HIGH STREET, 
WINCHESTER.

Telephone: 
Winchester 61881
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PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

'The Pir*tei of Pcnzznce"
•The M ik a d o " ............................
'lolanthe" ...............  , •••
•The Yeomen of the Guard” ...
'The Gondoliers" ................
•Patience" ............................
•Ruddigore" ............................
•Trial by Jury”  and
•H.M.S. Pinafore" ................
'Princess Ida” ............................
•The Mikado" ............................
•lolanthe”  ............................
'M errie Enjland" ...............
'The Gondoliers" ...............
'U topia Limited" ... (
T h e  Yeomen of the Guard" ... 
'Cox and Box” and 
'The Pirates of Penzance"
•Ruddigore" ............................
‘Princess Ida" ............................
•The M ik a d o " ............................
’lolanthe" ............................
T om  Jones" ............................
'Monsieur B eaucaire" ................
'M errie Enjland" (Concert Version)
•lolanthe" ............................
'The Gondoliers" ................
‘Patience" ............................
‘Trial by Jury" and 
•The Pirates of Penxance"
'Princess Ida" ............................
‘The M ik a d o " ............................
■Ruddigore”  ............................
‘The Yeomen of the Guard" ... 
‘Trial by Jury" and
'H.M.S. Pinafore" ................
‘The Gondoliers" ................

1913 "U topia Limited"
1914 "Patience"
1920 "D ie Flcdcrmaus"
1921 "The Gypsy Baron" ...
1922 "The Mikado" ................
1923 "Cox and Box" and
1924 "The Pirates of Pem ance" 

"M errie England"
1925 "lolanthe”  ................
1926 "Princess Ida”  ................
1927 "The G ondoliers"
1928 "Ruddigoro" ................
1929 "La Vie Parisicnnc"
1930 "The Yeomen of the Guard"
1931 "Trial by Jury” and
1932 "H.M.S. Pinafore"

"U topia Limited"
1933 "The Merry W idow " ...
1934 "The Mikado" ................
1935 "Patience”  ................
1936 "Die Flcdcrmaus"
1937 "Trial by Jury" and
1938 "The Pirates of Penzance"
1939 "lolanthe”  ................
1947 "O rpheus in the Underworld"
1948 "The Yeomen of the Guard”
1949 "C arm en”  ................
1950 "The G ondoliers"

“ The Merry W idow " ...
1951 "Princess Ida"
1952 "HMS Pinafore-
1953 "Oklahom a" ................
1954 T h e  Sorcerer" ................
1955 T h e  Mikado" ................

"Free a s  Air" ................
1956 "My Fair Lady" ...............
1957 "Ruddigore" ...............

1958
1959
1960
1961 
(962

1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970

1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

1977
1978
1979
1979
1980
1980
1981
1981
1982
1983
1983
1984
1984
1985
1986

This list, while impressive, is but a bald summary. 
We therefore add part of the preface from the 1913 
programme and an historical appraisal from the 
Diamond Jubilee programme, plus a few notes to 
bring our story up to date.

1913
F in connection with up-to-date matters, Winchester is 

u little tardy in getting “ off the scratch,” perhaps its 
slowness is balanced by its thoroughness.

An Operatic Society in the City had been talked 
of for years past, and, after much deliberation, its 

formation has become an accomplished fact.
I t  finally came about in this way: certain Lay-Vicars of Win­

chester Cathedral, hearing of the phenomenal success of the Operatic 
Society a t Salisbury, and being acquainted with its originator and 
conductor—Mr. Sands—put themselves in touch with this gentleman, 
who disclosed his trade secrets to them.

Then Mr. Noel Ilanbury came along, and placed his valuable help 
a t the services of the promoters.

.Mr. J . E. Whitwam and Mr. II. Elsmore set to work by calling 
meetings of the interested public, and Mr. Sands kindly came from 
Salisbury, and explained how an Operatic Society could be success­
fully \Vorked.

The main point in Mr. Sands’ remarks, and the word he mostly 
used by way of advice, was “  Enthusiasm,” and it is now generally 
known how completely this advice has been taken.

Lord Northbrook readily undertook the position of President, 
and the Society, with Mr. Whitwam as lion. Secretary at the helm, 
was launched, in the autumn of last year, in pleasant waters and, it 
is to be hoped, upon a long and successful voyage.

1972
The first recorded minutes of the Society are those of the first General 
Meeting, held on 22nd November, 1912. Those principally involved 
were the late Mr Noel Hanbury and the late Mr J.E. Whitwam, 
respectively the first Chairman and Honorary Secretatry.

The first production of “The Pirates of Penzance” in 1913 ran for 
three days under the direction of the late Mr George Sands. Such was 
the success of the production that a profit of £130 resulted, of which £75 
was donated to the County Hospital. Thus was established the pattern of 
successful performances and a share of any profits to charity. There 
was only one more production before war intervened.

The Society resumed its performances in 1920 and it was not long 
before the then young Dr Malcolm Sargent brought his great talent to 
Winchester. He continued as Musical Director for ten years. Amongst 
others who directed were Mr Muir Mathieson, Sir Dan Godfrey, Mr 
Robert Irving, Mr John Sealey and more recently Mr Raymond 
Humphrey. Working as Producers alongside those well-known 
gentlemen were Mr Walter Hain of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company, 
Mr Noel Hanbury, Mr Lawson Mackay and Mrs Gladwys Starling. To 
Mr Noel Hanbury must be attributed much of the success of the society. 
His great leadership and devotion to Savoy tradition left indelible

(continued on page 14)

Electric Light Installations * 

Electric Bells + * +

Telephones * .. « ..

Dynamos * *
-----------/  ^  *>

Motors * . /  V  &  < ? /

GAS * - 

SA N ITARY*

HOT W A T E R * 
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WARREN & SON, Ltd.,
P rin ters , P u b lis h e r s ,  

B o o k b in d e rs , L ith o g r a p h e r s , e tc .,

85, H IG H  S T R E E T , W IN C H E S T E R .

To C o rp o ra te  B o a r d s ,  P u b lic  C o m p a n ie s ,  a n d  T r a d e s m e n
requiring  large, quan titie s  of P r in tin g  execu ted  a t  a  rap id  and 
economic rate. Fast and Powerful Machinery enab le  M essrs. 
^  arken «fc Son , Lt d ., to  q-uoto low rates.

Balance Sheets, Lists, etc., are carefully executed.
Cheque and Receipt Forms Perforated, Numbered 

and Bound.
Reports of Various Societies.
Reports of Public Companies. 
Memorandums (Large and Small).

Wedding Cards, " A t  H om e” Cards, etc., at 
Moderate Charges.

Extraordinary Value in Billheads, Business Cards, etc.

We have a B“ ttery o f  L INOTYPE and  MONOTYPE T Y P E ­
CASTING MACHINES fo r  rap id  product ion o f  Bookwork.

PRODUCER S PREFACE
Welcome to W.S. Gilbert's battle of the sexes -  the Peers versus the Pens 
(Persian fairies), lined up respectively behind an Arcadian shepherdess 
and shepherd in their love match. The battle is won by the weaker sex, 
unfair as always in love and war, who take advantage of then female 
charms to turn both Houses of Parliament upside down, and ultimately to 
convert the Peers to their "sky-high" fairy way of life.

lolanthe was first performed in November 1882 at the Savoy Theatre, 
recently built by Richard D'Oyly Carte. Electricity had already been 
installed in the auditorium, and Gilbert capitalised on this innovation 
The audience were thrilled by "self-lighting fairies with electricity 
stored somewhere about the small of their backs".

The first night audience included Eyre Massey Shaw, Captain of the 
London Fire Brigade, seated in the front row. This was evidently by 
Gilbert's design, for he had given the Fairy Queen the lyric:

Oh, Captain Shaw!
Type of true love kept under!
Could thy Brigade 
With cold cascade 
Quench my great love, I wonder?

Sullivan's music is among his most felicitous, and the fairy setting 
encouraged many Mendelssohn-like touches, especially in the Overture. 
The Peers' Chorus, on the other hand, is utterly masculine, and looks 
forward to the pomp and circumstance of Elgar. Emboldened by the success 
of Gilbert's satire, Sullivan introduces his own humorous touches, creating 
a Wagnerian 'leitmotiv" for each entrance of the Lord Chancellor.

The germ of lolanthe is to be found in one of Gilbert's Bab Ballads, written 
twelve years before -  The Fairy Curate. This relates how a fairy, "Light 
and airy", marries an attorney from Ealing and has a baby called Georgie 
before returning to the fairy regions. Georgie grows up to enter the Church, 
but is tempted by the glamour of popery. "This quandary Vexed the fairy," 
and she flies down to admonish her son, but their interview is interrupted 
by the Bishop. When Georgie answers the Bishop's question:

Who is this sir, -  
Ballet Miss, sir? 

with the truth, the bishop retorts:
Go along, sir!
You are wrong, sir,
You have years in plenty:
While this hussy 
(Gracious mussy!)
Isn't two-and-twenty!

The development of the plot of lolanthe is well documented. At first, the 
fairies are to fall in love with barristers of the Northern Circuit; then the 
Fairy Queen is to marry the Foreign Secretary. Eventually Gilbert writes 
across his page: "They must be Peers". Later still he creates his topsy-turvy 
version of the Palace of Westminster, with a bill to throw the peerage

(continued at foot o f page 8)
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ZDramatis persona:
P hyllis, an Arcadian shepherdess Kirs ty Young
admired by the Peers: 
L ord  C h an cellor Richard Steel
E arl Tolloller Chris Read
E arl o /M o u n ta ra ra l David Cobbold

Roger Bevan, MarkBlaikie, Brian Bullock, 
Russell Fairchild, Richard Green, Brian Hurst, 

Colin Morrison, Colin Paice, Alan Parr, Reginald 
Reed, Phil Remington, Peter Stanbrook, Mark 

Steggall, John Tilling, Richard Trower, Michael 
Vokes, Ben Wright.

S trep h o n , an Arcadian shepherd 
supported by the Peris:

Clive Hilton

Q u e e n  o f  th e  F a iries Kathleen Frogley
Io lan the, Strephon's mother Alison Stanbrook
C elia Sheila Stiling
L eila Jayne Swaffield
F leta
and

Sue Lambert

Diane Bentley, Stephanie Campion, Audrey 
Choules, Christine Dobson, Sarah Driver, Juliet 

Fenwick, Catherine Halliwell, May Harden, 
Stella Holt, Maty Jackson, Hilarie Lawrence, 

Alison Seymour, Pauline Wilson.

(i(ilincl)i'sta' A m ateu r COprratic ^ o c ir tn .

I O H S R T H E ,
or, The Peer and the Peri.

Written by Sin W. S. O ilueiit , uiuI comyosrd by Sin Anxuun S u l l iv a n .

Private Willis (of the Grenadier Guards] T o m  W illia m s
U C o O ,  O  f.O  Ov,

? f  $ ?  f  f  ? ?

SCENE 
Act 1 A Fairy Ring 
Act II The Palace of Westminster

Winchester .flmateur Operatic Society. 
*

I O L A 1 2 T H E ,
or, The Peer and the Peri.

MUSICAL NUMBERS.
act h

O VERTU RE.
O P E N IN G  C H O R U S  O K  F A I R I E S —

S O L I ( Celia  a n d  L eila )    “  T r ip p in g  h ith e r ,  tr ip p in g  h ith e r ."
IN V O C A T IO N  (Q ueen, Io lan the, C elia , U i la .

a n d  Chorus o f  F a ir ie s )  .................................. "  I o la n tlie ,  from  th is  d a rk  ex ile ."
S O L O  (S trephon  a n d  C lio m s o f  F a iries)  . . .  •• G ood m o rro w , good m o th e r ."  
S O L O  (Q ueen  a n d  C horus o f  F a iries) . ..  " F a r e  th e e  w ell, a t t ra c tiv e

s tra n g e r ."
S O L I (P h y llis  a n d  S trep h o n )    "  G ood m o rro w  good lover."
D U E T  (P h y llis  a n d  S trep h o n )  ................... "  N o n e  sh a ll p a r t  u s .”
E N T R A N C E  A N D  M A R C H  O F  P E E R S

A N D  C H O R U S  (T en o rs  am i H asses) . . .  "  L o u d ly  le t  th e  t r u m p e t  b ra y ."
E N T R A N C E  O F  L O R D  C H A N C E L L O R .
S O N G  (L o rd  C hancellor a n d  Chorus o f  Peers) “  A v e ry  su scep tib le  C hancello r."  
T R IO  A N D  C H O R U S  O K  P E E R S  (P h y llis .

R E C .IT  (P h y llis )  ................................................. "  N a y ,  te m p t  m e n o t."
C H O R U S  O K  P E E R S  A N D  S O N G  (L ord

ToUoller) ..................................................................... "  S p u rn  n o t th e  no b ly  b o rn ."
E N S E M B L E  (P h y llis ,  Lord Tollollcr. Lord  

M o u n la ra ra l, S trep h o n , L o rd  C hnocello j,
a n d  Chorus o f  Peers) . ..  . . .  . ..  "  M y Ix>rds, i t  m a y  n o t b e ."

S O N G  (L o rd  Chancellor) .................................. "  S a id  I  to  m yse lf, sa id  I .”
F IN A L E , A C T I (P h y llis .  Io lan the , Queen,

L e ila , Celia, S trep h o n , Lord  Tollollcr, 
l.o rd  M o u n ta ra ra t, Lord  C hancellor, a n d
Chorus o f  F a ir ies  an ti Peers) . . .  . . .  "  W h en  d a rk ly  loom s th e  d a y ."

act h .
S O N G  (Sen try )

C H O R U S  O K  F A IR IE S  A N D  P E E R S

S O N G  (L ord  M o u n lo ra rn l a n d  C horus) . ..  " W h e n  B rita in  rea lly  ru led  th e

D U E T  (l.e ilu , Celia, w ith  ( 'h o rn s o f  Fairies,
Lor,I M oun tarara t, a n d  l.nr,I ToUoller) . ..  "  I n  v a in  to  u s  y o u  p lead ."

S O N G  (Q ueen, w ith  C horus o f  Fairies)  . . .  “  O h foolish  fay ."
Q U A R T E T  (P h y llis , l.ord  ToUoller, Lord  "  T h o u g h  p e rh a p s  I m ay  in c u r  y o u r

M oun ta ra ra t, a n d  S en try )    b la in c .”
R E C IT  A N D  S O N G  (L ord  Chancellor) . ..  "  L o v e  u n re q u ite d ."
T R IO  (L ord  ToUoller, Lord M o u n ta ra ra t,  a n d

Lord  Chancellor) . . .  . ..  ... . ..  ** l i e  w ho sh ies a t  su ch  a p rize ."
D U E T  (P h y llis  a n d  S trephon)  ................... “ I f  w c’rc  w eak  enough  to  ta r ry ."
R E C IT  A N D  B A L L A D  (Io lan the)  ... "  M y I x m l, a  su p p lia n t a t  y ou r feet

R E C IT  (Io lan the , Queen, l.ord  C hancellor, a n d
Fairies)  ............................................................... " I t  m a y  n o t  h e .”

E N S E M B L E  ............................................................... “  Soon a s  w c m ay  o(T a n d  aw ay ."

The above list of Musical Numbers is a facsimile 
from the W.A.O.S. Programme of 1920. Devoted 
Savoyards will notice one or two minor errors!

X- X X-  X X X X - X  X X x  x -  X X X X X- X X X X X

TIME 
Between 1700 and 1882

open to competitive examination, but "with a House of Peers composed 
exclusively^ of people of intellect, what's to become of the 1 louse of 
Commons? Finally the Sentry's famous song of little Liberals and little 
Conservatives is added almost as an afterthought.

So now to a taste of the plot as you will see it unfold tonight. The House of 
Peers to a naan -  has fallen in love with Phyllis, an Arcadian 
shepherdess and Ward in Chancery - even the Lord Chancellor, her 
guardian. Phyllis plans to marry Strephon, an Arcadian shepherd, 
against the wishes of the Lord Chancellor. Strephon is the son of Iolanthe, 
a fairy, who broke the fairy law against marrying a mortal twenty-five 
years ago, and was banished in consequence. She is now pardoned by the 
Fairy Queen, who promises support for Strephon in his battle with the 
Lord Chancellor for the hand of Phyllis. Strephon needs this help sooner 
than he might expect, for Phyllis catches him tete-a-tete with his 
mother, and in a fit of misplaced jealousy rejects him, offering herself to 
either of the "richest and rankiest" of the Peers -  ToUoller or 
Mountararat.

©rcbestra :

Violins
Harry Meredith (Leader) 
Elizabeth Gillings 
Richard Shorter 
Julia Martin

Oboe
Irene Pragnell

Clarinet 
Roy Harwood

Viola
Roy Goodhew 
Virginia Brookes

Cello
Peter Darbyshire

Double Bass 
I lugh Gordon

Bassoon
Christopher Hewitt

French Horn 
Evan Hagger

Trumpet 
Stanley Payne

Trombone 
Michael Whittall

Flute
Simon Francis

Percussion 
David Hughes

_ x _
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PRODUCTION TEAM
Production Secretary 
Producer's Assistant 

Stage Manager 
Assistant Stage Manager 

Stage Assistants

Lighting Design 
Lighting Operators 

Properties

Make-up

Costumes

Wardrobe Mistress

Set Design 
Set Construction

Irene Johnston 
Christine Walters 
Geraldine Firmston 
Mike Wharf
Martin Larcombc, Craig Lawrence 
Derek Lawrence, Chris Reed 
Peter Steggall, Tom Street 
Ron Wilson
Mike And rews -  ‘Lite Relief ’
Fred Corton, John Johnston
Jo  Burnaby, assisted by 
Martin Steggall & Barbara Steggall
Liz Petley-Jones, 
assisted by, Margaret Green 
Katie Gulliver, Lynda Harris, 
Carole Steel, Barbara Steggall
Utopia Ltd (Goring-by-Sea) 
ana Hampshire 
Theatrical Wardrobe
Nina Connolly, assisted by 
Tessa D’Arcy Orders 
Margaret J  owitt
Geoffrey Burnaby
John Brooks

Set Painting Craig and Derek Lawrence, 
assisted by various members 

Choreography Sheila Stiling 
OrchestraSecretary Margaret Williams 

Rehearsal Accompanist Eileen Evans
Publicity Robert Jowitt, Clive Hilton 

Pos ter & Programme Design Robert J  owitt 
Poster & Programme Printing Sarsen Press 

Members and Patrons Bookings Phyllis Hamblin 
Prompter Irene Johnston

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Society gratefully acknowledges the generous help given by: 

western School, for rehearsal facilities.
The Anglia Building Society and The Britannia Building Society, for 

window display space.
Thomas Cook Ltd. and The Anglia Building Society for permission to 

erect a  banner.
Patrons of the Society.

All who have loaned properties.
All who have displayed posters.

Anyone who has inadvertently been omitted from these credits. 
Floral arrangements on Friday and Saturday by All Saints, 

Winchester, Flower Arranging Club.

P. & G. WELLS,
B ooksel lers,
Stationers, & 
Bookbinders,

11, COLLEGE S T R E E T , 

W IN C H E S T E R .

New Books. 

j ±u*des- Photographs, 

Picture Post Cards.

MM ©IF)
liifiii8* \v ■ j  v 'T ,l l &3W  ©coxassmr

Mr Peter H. Alexander
Mrs J A. Beale
Mrs S. Beasley
Miss Janet D. Bird
MissQ.F. Bird
Mrs L.E. Blanchard
Mr & Mrs Christopher Bland
Dr & Mrs J.R. Bodington
Mr K.F. Bromley
Lt-Cmdr & Mrs Henry V. Bruce
Col and Mrs J.A. Brunt
MrF.H.S. Cannell
Wing-CmdrF.C. Carroll
Mrs E. Chew
Mrs J.IM . Chisnell
Mr Alan Clarke
Mr Alistair B. Cole
Miss Dorothy Crosby
Mr & Mrs Neville Crowther
Miss Ann Dampier-Child
Mrs & Mrs D.R. Davidson
MrF.L.P. de Winton
MrsM.A. Dobson
Miss R. Dyson
Dr Geoffrey Edelsten
Mrs Margaret Elton
Mrs C. Evans
Miss Muriel E. Fisher
Dr & Mrs Peter Gaffikin
MrG.S. Gibbons
Sir Ronald & Lady Gibson
Mrs Nancy Hamer
Mrs Barbara Harding
Mr& Mrs Graham J. Hawkins
Mrs IM . Hayne
Mr Gordon Holland
Mrs Margery Kay
MrP.O.King
Mr Ian Kingdon
Mr & Mrs JTS. Knight
Mr & Mrs H.A. Lee
Rr Adml I.J. Lees-Spalding, CB
Elspeth, Lady Maclure

Mr & Mrs T.W. Meadows
Miss Cynthia Medley
MrsP.'Mirams
Mr John K. Murray
Mr & Mrs John 0 ’ Grady
Mr & Mrs G.T.R. Osborne
Mr & Mrs L.E. Palmer
Mr & Mrs P.E. Parkhurst
Mr & Mrs H.C. Parrott
Mrs Joan Pearson
Major & Mrs Robert Peaty
Lord & Lady Penrhyn
Capt. J.W.M. Pertwee, CBE, RN
Miss G. Phillips
Mr A. Y. Pinmck
M r& M rsP.F.Pitt
Mr & Mrs C.H. Pomeroy
Mr & Mrs M.J. Pomeroy
Mrs F.H.W. Pratt
The Printing Shop
Mr & Mrs S.A. Richardson
Mr J.S. Robinson
Mr L.K. Robinson, CBE
Mr AP.F. Rothman, FCA
Miss H.D. Roxburgh
Mrs B.K. Ruffles
Mr Ernest Sabben-Clare
Mrs Hilda Saunders
Mr & Mrs J.S. Shields
Mr Harold Smith, JP
Miss M.S. Smith, MBE, JP
Mrs M. Steel
Mr & Mrs H.W. Steele
Mr G.S. Stoney
Mr Thomas Street
Mr Horace Taylor
Mrs W. Trower
Mr H.W. & Mrs D.S.A.

Wartnaby 
Mr & Mrs D.H. Weait 
Mrs Kathleen Wilson 
Mr & Mrs A.E. Wisewell 
Mrs M.M. Woodhcuse, OBE

List complete at time of going to press. We apologise to any patrons 
whose applications were received too late for inclusion.

PA TECQ W  8 d5mMDB
The Society offers sincere thanks to all its patrons. Have you enjoyed 
the show? If so, and you are not already a patron, you are invited to 
become one.
A donation of £8.00 per annum entitles you to a 25% discount on each of 
the first four tickets purchased for each show, with Priority Booking, 
usually for three weeks before Public Box Office booking opens. 
Furthermore two newsletters a year keep you in touch with the Society’s 
activities.

If you are interested please send your name and address to:
Mrs P. Hamblin (Patrons’ Secretary), 16 Sunnydown Road, Oliver’s 

Battery, Winchester S022 4LD 
or telephone Winchester 61315, and a form will be sent to you.

Still going strong
In for a penny, in for a pound, 
it’s love -  and a good book -  

that makes the world go round

V. & G. WELLS' LTD.

- 10 -
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The W inchester 
Steam  L aundry  Co., Ltd.,

H yde A b b e y  R o a d ,

W I N C H E S T E R .

Receiving Office:— 122, MARKET STREET, EASTLEIGH.

ife ife ife ife 

THIS LAUNDRY is completely fitted up with the
MOST IMPROVED APPLIANCES;
HAS LARGE DRYING GROUND ; 
ABUNDANCE OF SOFTENED WATER.

*  *  »  »

GOODS C O LLEC TED  and D E L IV E R E D

Either from Town or Country in the 
Company’s Hampers.

For List of Prices apply to the Manageress.

0
1 1

W in ch este r
Linen
S e rv ices

ESTABLISHED 1885 & STILL COMING CLEAN 
LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING SERVICES
‘Good quality reliable service to domestic and 
commercial customers.
LINEN HIRE SERVICE
• Fine quality linen for every purpose. Our low 

cost rental service includes supply, laundering 
and repairs.

WORKWEAR RENTAL SERVICE
• Attractive modern styles. Our low cost rental 

service includes embroidered badges, 
laundering and repairs.

• Also: Cabinet towels; Paper towels; Warm air 
dryers; Soap dispensers; Air fresheners; Dust 
control mats.

S p e c ia l T e r m s  to H o te ls  & S c h o o ls . Hyde Abbey Road, Winchester. S023 7DA 
Telephone: (0962) 52517/52617

- 1 2 - - 1 3 -



(continuedfrompage5) Equally fortunate has the

incurred losses in tn e i» ju b ,u u  f vpnrq there was n

£ £ £  activities
w X  renewed and it was soon realised that a new generationwas 
wading and eager to savour the joys of light opera. The nucleus of pre­
war members was sufficient to ensure the continuation of the Society s 
traditions and high standards of performance which have continued as 
the basis of all that has been done since -  ever striving for perfection.

Five years ago activities were extended and each year since, in 
November, a much appreciated Concert has been given. These Concerts 
cover a wide range of music from modem musicals to grand opera 
with the occasional addition of instrumental solos, together with vocal 
solos, duets and foil chorus pieces.

To date well over £4,000 have been distributed to a wide range of 
deserving charities. During the last year the Society itself was 
registered as a Charity and is, therefore, now able to husband its 
resources more effectively and is empowered to accept seven year 
covenants from members and patrons.

Some will remember occasions when productions were marred by 
second rate scenery hired at not inconsiderable expense. Those days 
have passed, for the Society now has its own scenery workshop and it 
must give much satisfaction to be able to present shows with purpose- 
built sets, designed, constructed and painted by members themselves.

Such is the story in brief of a Society that has flourished for sixty 
years. Outstanding achievements are hard to pick out, for every 
production is itself an achievement for all those connected with it. The 
Society’s reputation is an asset to be loyally defended, for indeed over 
the years it has spread far and wide. Competition, even in amateur 
circles, grows fiercer as costs continue to rise.

We salute sixty glorious years of light opera and all those who 
helped bring them about. Who can tell what future years may bring? 
The foundations are solid; the challenge is open to all music lovers.

1987
In the past 15 years the Society has continued to uphold tradition by 
producing Savoy Operas -  not without some bold and successful 
innovations permitted by the lapse of D’Oyly Carte copyright -  and has 
greatly widened its range in staging grand opera and musicals, 
notably Carmen and My Fair Lady. On certain occasions it has 
produced two shows a year, but the strenuous efforts of all active 
members for some large scale productions does not always allow this, 
so the autumn concerts remain in the repertoire -  and very popular.

The set-building premises referred to above unfortunately 
succumbed to the bulldozer some years ago, since when the scenery and 
workshop have had a temporary home thanks to one of the members. 
New premises have now been found, but without security of tenure, and 
the Society is still seeking a more satisfactoiy solution.

Undoubtedly the greatest development has been the Society’s ‘move’ 
to the Theatre Royal. The first tentative steps were taken with Free As 
Air in 1984 before the Theatre was rebuilt, and stage and backstage 
areas were very cramped. My Fair Lady (1985) was the last production 
at the Guildhall, scene of all shows before Free As Air. Rather 
ironically the Guildhall had just been refurbished with great 
improvement to backstage conditions which hitherto had been little 
changed since the original 1913 Pirates. Ruddigore was our first opera 

re*)Û t Royal stage, and the magnificent facilities of 
Winchester’s own real theatre have proved a delight for both company 
and audience. We have every hope that we will remain at the Royal for 
the next 25 years at the very least!

Mention was made in the 1972 programme of our distinguished 
residents, and to their number we are honoured to add Sir Ronald 
1 son, the late Stanley Steel, and now (as mentioned elsewhere) 

Barbara Harding
Barbara Harding herself has written of the W.A.O.S. Juniors and 

a note regarding them appears on the opposite page. Their existence
promises well for our future.
a * * *  taste an<l indeed the whole way of life have changed 

ras ica y over the past three quarters of a century. There are no 
nger carnages at 10.30’ (as advised for the 1913 production) nor 

^Sea ° King Alfred Motor Services specially timed for the 
a ol performances (as prevailed in the 1920s and 30s), and the 

amps ire Chronicle, while still zealously and accurately recording 
j ' *̂ unties,, no longer feels able to devote five or six complete 

tVio fn 8 e f Û ec  ̂as R ^  i° the golden age. Nevertheless, despite 
. e<?yen Y destructive onslaughts of progress, we have no doubt that 

in as 0Ur mo*'̂ ° 8ays> to ‘aspire towards perfection’, and
suchfo l^h °n^ an<* 8Ucce88̂  voyage’ of which our founders had

WHY NOT JOIN US?
Membership of W.A.O.S. has been available for 75 years! If YOU 
are not yet a member why not give some thought to joining us as 
we enter the next quarter of a century, and look ahead to being 
included in the Centenary Celebrations.

If you do not wish to sing perhaps your talents lie in the very 
important area of back-stage-work -  without these hard-working 
people there would be no production.

Please contact the Membership Secretary, Irene Johnston, 6 
Coate Drive, Worthy Down, Winchester. Tel: 884934 for further 
information.

Current Membership fee l l i / 2p a  week -  very good value for 
money!

W.A.O.S. JUNIOR SECTION
The Junior Section continues to flourish, and this year’s 
production of H.M.S. Pinafore a t the Theatre Royal in February 
maintained the high standards set in previous productions by 
these very talented young people. (Remember The King and I, 
Tarantara Tarantara, Oliver, etc.)

Rehearsals for their seventh production start at the 
beginning of September. Vacancies exist for boys and girls of 12 
years old or above. Further details available from the Junior 
Section Organiser, Ben Wright, telephone Winchester 64788.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 16th May, Dinner Dance 7.30 p.m.

The Guildhall Winchester 
Friday 26th June, Annual General Meeting, 7.30 p.m.

Chesil Theatre, Winchester

FUTURE PRODUCTIONS
Spring 1988 FAUST Gounod

Autumn 1988 PATIENCE Gilbert & Sullivan

IN ME MORI AM

PETER CHEW. Secretary of the Southampton Operatic 
Society in the 1930s, Peter Chew first appeared in W.A.O.S. 
programmes (under the name of Lionel Chew) in the 
immediate post war years, as a Committee member, and 
then frequently in the chorus for the next three decades. 
When not on stage he was often to be found as an usher. 
He was also memorable in a variety of parts in Winchester 
Dramatic Society productions.

ARNOLD MEDLEY. Beginning in the chorus in the early 
1930s, Arnold Medley became a Committee member and 
Property & Assistant Stage Manager in the productions 
preceding the Second World War, and then make-up 
assistant in the following shows. After he left the district he 
maintained the keenest interest in the Society’s efforts, 
coming back regularly to see the latest presentation.

VERA PORTSMOUTH. As principal or lady of the 
chorus, then as Joint Secretary with her husband Roy for a 
lengthy period, and in less conspicuous but equally 
necessary duties such as Wardrobe Mistress, Vera 
Portsmouth devoted the liveliest enthusiasm to every 
aspect of the society's activities for more than 40 years. 
Her cheerful smile on stage or somewhere in the wings 
was an essential part of a W.A.O.S. show.

HUMPHREY SALWEY Rightly respected as first 
headmaster of the Pilgrims School and chief author of its 
development from 1931 to 1963, and highly regarded for 
his integrity as a Justice of the Peace, Humphrey Salwey 
somehow found time to delight in G & S, encouraging his 
wife Lorna to take parties of small Pilgrims to W.A.O.S. 
productions; and, after his retirement, often attending 
rehearsals himself. It is surely no coincidence that two of 
his former pupils are present members of the W.A.O.S. 
Committee.
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OBERMEIER IMPERIOLA
ready for use as a Piano Player.

T h e  IMPERIOLA is t h e  o u tc o m e  of y e a r s  of 
c o n s t a n t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e x p e r im e n t .  I t  d i f f e r s  

e n t i r e ly  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  it h a s  no 
c u m b r o u s  s to p s  c o n s ta n t ly  to  g e t  o u t  of o rd e r ,  b u t  
a llows th e  p e r fo rm e r  to  p u t  h is  ow n  individuali ty  
into th e  m usic.

I L L U S T R A T E D  L I S T S  F R E E  O N  A P P L I C A T I O N .

Does your Piano require Tuning or Repairing? 
If so, kindly favour us with a Trial. 
Satisfaction guaranteed.

S o lo  A g e n ts  f o r  

C H A P P E L L  a n d  G H A L L E N  P I A N O S .

Highest References. Lowest Prices.

Congratulations 
to one 

long running shou 
from another

W J i i tw a m s
The 

FullScore

°c \ '., 'C\ °\\0 o  / ,I, , / /

~rr.---- «.t^  \ ‘
Here’s to the next 75 years!

W hitwam s Music Ltd
70 High Street Winchester O  65253
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