 WINCHESTER AMATEUR
OPERRITIC SOCIETY




Members of the audience will be
extremely grateful if persons

possessing watches making pipping

noises will kindly silence them.

You are politely requested not to
smoke in the auditorium.

IMPORTANT NOTE CONCERNING
ADVERTISEMENTS
Of some thirty local firms advertising in the
society’s first programme in 1913, six are still in
business today. All six have agreed to advertise
again in our 1987 programme, and it is largely
thanks to their generosity that we are able to
produce a programme which, we trust, will provide
an adequate souvenir of this memorable occasion.
In each case the original 1913 advertisement
appears on the left page of the programme, while
this year’s appears on the right. We hope that these
firms, like us, will continue to thrive, and we
earnestly request our audience to study the
advertisements and to patronise these well-
established features of Winchester life.
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Many of the decorative features in this programme
— such as the above flower — are taken from the
1913 programme. The silhouette below, from the
1928 programme, is by Archie Clements, a Society
stalwart in many fields.
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The Programme Editor feels that a few words should be said to
introduce our Society's President, Mrs Barbara Harding.

She is of course the daughter of ].E. Whitwam, one of the
founders of the Society, and has thus been involved with W.A.O.S.
from birth, beginning her career, with her sister Joan, as a
youthful programme seller. Both girls moved up to take their
place on stage in principal roles or in the chorus, both have since
had seats on the Committee. Barbara served a lengthy spell as
Secretary (jointly with her late husband Gerald) and now she
greatly honours us as President. Most people will be aware that so
brief a biography as this cannot hope to comvey the quantity and
quality of her contribution.

We must, however, add that her daughter Stella is a devoted
member of the chorus, and her son David has undertaken the
lighting for several shows; and we must count ourselves the more
fortunate for the remarkable fact that our Society has been thus
served by members of one family for seventy five years.
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AMESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

On behalf of Winchester Amateur Operatic Society may I extend
to you a warm welcome to this very special production of
Iolanthe. Very special because 1987 marks the 75th anniversary
of the Society. This achievement has been possible through the
continuous support and loyalty of our members, patrons, and of
course, our audiences throughout the years since 1912.

In spite of the gaps forced upon us by two world wars the
Society has performed almost all the Gilbert and Sullivan operas
(most of themn many times — this is the seventh Iolanthe!) and has
extended the repertoire to include operettas, musicals and grand
opera. Autumn concerts have frequently been a feature of the
annual programme in the last 21 years. Our intention has always
been to encourage as wide a range of membership and audience
as possible by planning a varied programme of musical events.

Donations amounting to several thousand pounds have been
forwarded to a number of charities over the years, and in 1985
the Society gave £5,000 towards the restoration of the Theatre
Royal ..... and a further £5,000 this year.

It is a great bonus to be able to perform in a ‘real’ theatre with
so many benefits, and we are eagerly awaiting the final phase of
refurbishment and the completion of the Royal’s already
manifold amenities.

This brings me to mention the Junior Section of W.A.O.S,,
which recently performed H.M.S. Pinafore in this theatre, to full
houses and great acclaim. The Junior Section is now in its sixth
year, and flourishing; T wish it every success. Several of its
members have already ‘graduated’ to the main Society, and we
look forward to welcoming many more.

Much time, thought and hard work is necessary for the
preparation of every production. I believe that the tremendous
team spirit and enthusiasm of all those involved both on stage
and behind the scenes has been and will continue to be the key to
the long running success of the W.A.0.S. Not only does this
ensure the commitment to each production but it also produces
that vital atmosphere of enjoyment which communicates so
strongly to you, our audience.

May the enthusiasm and pleasure that has been shared
between the Society and its audience during the past three
quarters of a century continue to inspire our efforts during the
Iolanthe week and onwards towards our centenary year of 201 2!
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PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

“The Pirates 3« Penzance” :z:: __;J:lai::‘atbl.mued ::zaq
ki 2 1920 "Dl Fledermaus 1360
Guard” 1921 “The Gypsy Baron |
ST et 12 LThe oy Baven
“Patience’” 1921 *Cox and Box"' and .
“Ruddigore’ .. 1924 “*The Pirates of Penzance 1963
“Trial by Jury'* and “'Merrle England® 1964
H.M.S. Pmﬂar. 1925 “'lofanthe™" 1965
pmm, 1da"" 1926 “Princess 1da™ e 1966
“The Mikado' *'The Gandollers 1567
“lolanthe " “Ruddigara’ i 1988
“Merrie England “'La Via Parlsicnna” . 1969
“Tha Gondoliers" ““The Yeomen of the Guard 197¢
“Utapla Limited™* . *Trial by jury” and
“The Yeamen of the Guard™ “*H.M.S. Pinafore 1971
“Cox and Box"* and **Utopia Limited" 1972
“The Pirates of Penzance" “'The Merey Widow"' 1971
“Ruddigore™ “The Mikado™ ... 974
“Princess Ida’ *'Patlence™ .. 1975
“The Mikado' “'Die Fledermaus " 1976
“lofanthe™* “Trial by Jury" and
“Tom Jones’ he Pirates of Penzance™ 1877
“Monsleur Baaucalre lolanthe'* 1978
“Merrie England™ (Cnnurl V:ulan] “Orpheus In the Underworld'" 1979
“lalantha™ ""The Ymm:n of the Guard™ 1979
“The Gandalur: “'Carmen”* . 1980
“Patience" “The Gondoliers™ .. 1980
“Trial by Jury” and “The Merey Widow™ ... 1981
“The Pirates of Panzance" 1951 “Princess Ida” 1981
“Princess 1da’ 1952 “HMS Pinafore” 1582
"Thl Muhdo 1951 “‘Oklahoma™ 1981
“Ruddigare" 1954 *Tha Sorcarer” 1983
“The Yeomen of the Guard"™* 1955 “Tha Mikado™ g8
“Teaal by Jury’ and “Free as Al . 1984
“H.M.5. Pinafore’ . 1956 "My Farr Lady” . 1985
“The Gondoliers ... ... .. 1987 “Ruddigore” .. . laas

This list, while impressive, is but a bald summary.
We therefore add part of the preface from the 1913
programme and an historical appraisal from the
Diamond Jubilee programme, plus a few notes to
bring our story up to date.
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1913

IF in conncetion with up-to-date matters, Winchester is
a little tardy in getting ** off the scratch,” perhaps its
sluwness is bulanced by its thoroughness.

An Operatic Society in the City had been talked

ol for ycars past, and, after much deliberation, its
l'orm \tion has become un accomplished fact.

It finally came about in this way: certain Lay-Vicars of Win-
chester Cathedral, hearing of the phenomenal success of the Operatic
Society at Salisbury, and being acquainted with its originator and
conductor—>Mr. Sunds—put themsclves in touch with this gentleman,
who disclosed his trade seercts to them.

Then Mr. Noel Hunbury came along, and placed his valuable help
at the services of the promoters.

Mr. J. . Whitwam and Mr. TL. Elsmore set to work by calling
mectings of the interested publie, and Mr. Sands kindly came from
Sulisbury, and explained how an Operatic Society could be success-
fully worked.

The main point in Mr. Sandy’ remarks, and the word he mostly
used by way of advice, was ** Enthusiasm,” and it is now generally
known how completely this advice has been taken.

Lord Northbrook rcadily undertook the position of President,
and the Socicty, with Mr. Whitwam as Hon. Sceretary at the helm,
was launched, in the autumn of last year, in pleasant waters and, it
is to be hoped, upon a long and successful voyage.

1972

The first recorded minutes of the Society are those of the first General
Meeting, held on 22nd November, 1912. Those principally involved
were the late Mr Noel Hanbury and the late Mr J.E. Whitwam,
respectively the first Chairman and Honorary Secretatry.

The first production of “The Pirates of Penzance” in 1913 ran for
three days under the direction of the late Mr George Sands. Such was
the success of the production that a profit of £130 resulted, of which £75
was donated to the County Hospital. Thus was established the pattern of
successful performances and a share of any profits to charity. There
was only one more production before war intervened.

The Society resumed its performances in 1920 and it was not long
before the then young Dr Malcolm Sargent brought his great talent to
Winchester. He continued as Musical Director for ten years. Amongst
others who directed were Mr Muir Mathieson, Sir Dan Godfrey, Mr
Robert Irving, Mr John Sealey and more recently Mr Raymond
Humphrey. Working as Producers alongside those well-known
gentlemen were Mr Walter Hain of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company,
Mr Noel Hanbury, Mr Lawson Mackay and Mrs Gladwys Starling. To
Mr Noel Hanbury must be attributed much of the success of the society.
His great leadership and devotion to Savoy tradition left indelible

{continued on pagel4)
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WARREN & SON, Lid,

Printers, Publishers,

BooKkbinders, Lithographers, etc.,
85, HICH STREET, WINCHESTER.

To Corporate Boards, Public Companies, and Tradesmen
reguiring large guantities of Printing cexecuted at a wpid and
ceonomic rate, Fast and Powerful Machinery cnuble Messys.
WarkkN & Sown, Lrp, to quote low yates.

Balance Sheets, Lists, etc., are carefully executed.

Cheque and Receipt Forms Perforated, Numbered
and Bound.

Reports of Various Societies.
Reports of Public Companies.
Memorandums (Large and Small).

chding Cards, “ At Home" Cards, etc,, at
Moderate Charges.

Extraordinary Value in Billheads, Business Cards, etc.

We have a Battery of LINOTYPE and MONOTYPE TYPE-
CASTING MACHINES for rapid product

ion of Bookwork.

ORDERS BY POST PHOMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

PRODUCER’S PREFACE

Welcome to WS, Gilbert's battle of the sexes — the Peers versus the Peris
(Persian fairies), lined up respectively behind an Arcadian shephcrdes%
and shepherd in their love match. The battle 1s won by the weaker sex
unfair as always in love and war, who take advantage of their femalé
charms to turn both Houses of Parliament upside down, and ultimately to
convert the Peers to their “sky-high” fairy way of life ’

lolanthe was fust performed in November 1882 at the Savoy Theatre,
recently built by Richard D'Oyly Carte. Electricity had already been
installed in the auditorium, and Gilbert capitalised on this innovation
The audience were thrilled by “self-lighting fairies with electricity
stored somewhere about the small of their backs”

The first night audience included Eyre Massey Shaw, Captain of the
London Fire Brigade, seated in the front row. This was evidently by
Gilbert's design, for he had given the Fairy Queen the lyric:

Oh, Captain Shaw!

Type of true love kept under!

Could thy Brigade

With cold cascade

Quench my great love, | wonder?

Sullivan’s music is among his most felicitous, and the fairy setting
encouraged many Mendelssohn-like touches, espedially in the Overture.
The Peers’ Chorus, on the other hand, is utterly masculine, and looks
forward to the pomp and circumstance of Elgar. Emboldened by the success
of Gilbert’s satire, Sullivan introduces his own humorous touches, creating
aWagnerian “leitmotiv” for each entrance of the Lord Chancellor.

The germ of lolanthe is to be found in one of Gilbert’s Bab Ballads, written
twelve years before - The Fairy Curate. This relates how a fairy, “Light
and airy”, marries an attorney from Ealing and has a baby called Georgie
before returning to the fairy regions. Georgie grows up to enter the Church,
but is tempted by the glamour of popery. “This quandary Vexed the fairy,”
and she flies down to admonish her son, but their interview is interrupted
by the Bishop. When Georgie answers the Bishop's question:

Who is this sir, -

Ballet Miss, sir?
with the truth, the bishop retorts:

Goalong, sir!

Youare wrong, sir,

You have years in plenty:

While this hussy

(Gracious mussy!)

Isn't two-and-twenty!

The development of the plot of lolanthe is well documented. At first, the
fairies are to fall in love with barristers of the Northern Circuit; then the
Fairy Queen is to marry the Foreign Sccretary. Eventually Gilbert wntes
across his page: “They must be Peers”. Later still he creates his topsy-turvy
version of the Palace of Westminster, with a bill to throw the peerage

continued at foot of page 8)
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[OLARTHE,

or. The Peer and the Peri.

Written by Sire W. S. GILBERT, and composed by S ARTUUR SULLIVAN.

B OG0000000000000000000!

Dramatis Persone:

Phyllis, an Arcadian shepherdess Kirsty Young
admired by the Peers:

Lord Chancellor Richard Steel
Earl Tolloller Chris Read
Earl of Mountararat David Cobbold
and

Roger Bevan, Mark Blaikie, Brian Bullock,
Russell Fairchild, Richard Green, Brian Hurst,
Colin Morrison, Colin Paice, Alan Parr, Reginald
Reed, Phil Remington, Peter Stanbrook, Mark
Steggall, John Tilling, Richard Trower, Michael

Vokes, Ben Wright.

T b b

LA R
Strephon, an Arcadian shepherd Clive Hilton
supported by the Peris:
Queen of the Fairies Kathleen Frogley
Iolanthe, Strephon’s mother Alison Stanbrook
Celia Sheila Stiling
Leila Jayne Swaffield
Fleta Sue Lambert

and
Diane Bentley, Stephanie Campion, Audrey
Choules, Christine Dobson, Sarah Driver, Juliet
Fenwick, Catherine Halliwell, May Harden,
Stella Holt, Mary Jackson, Hilarie Lawrence,
Alison Seymour, Pauline Wilson.

Fon o Fom

FITY
Private Willis (of the Grenadier Guards) Tom Williams

FEVedaes
SCENE

Act1 A Fairy Ring
Act II The Palace of Westminster

TIME
Between 1700 and 1882
SR OO RO

open o competitive examination. but “with a House of Peers composed
exclusively of people of intellect, what's to become of the Ilouse of

Commons_?" Finally the Sentry’s famous song of little Liberals and little
Conservatives is added almost as an afterthought.

So now to a taste of the plot as you will sce it unfold tonight. The I{ouse of
Peers - to a man has fallen in love with Phyllis, an Arcadian
shepherdess and Ward in Chancery - even the Lord Chancellor, her
guardian. Phyllis plans to marry Strephon, an Arcadian shepherd,
against the wishes of the Lord Chancellor. Strephon is the son of lolanthe
a fairy, who broke the fairy law against marrying a mortal twenty-five
years ago, and was banished in consequence. She is now pardoned by the
Fairy Queen, who promises support for Strephon in his battle with the
Lord Chancellor for the hand of Phyllis. Strephon needs this help sooner
than he might expect, for Phyllis catches him téte-a-téte with his
mother, and in a fit of misplaced jealousy rejects him, offering herselt to

either of the “richest and rankicst” of the Peers Tolloller or
Mountararat.

Winchester . Amateur Operatic Society.
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IOLXDRTHE,

or, The Peer and the Peri.
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MUSICAL NUMBERS.
Act E.

OVERTURE.
OPENING CHORUS OF FAIRTES —
SOLI (Celra und Leilu)
INVOCATION (Queen, Tolanthe, Celia, Leil
nnd Chorus of Fuairics)
SOLO (Strephon and Chorus of Fairies)
SOLO (Queen und Chorus of Fairies)

** Tripping bither, trippiag hither.

a.

- " lolanthe, fram this dark exile,

Goad morrow, good mother.

“ Fare thee well, attractive
strunger.”

SOLI (Phytiis and Strephon Good motrrow pood lover.

DUET (Phyllis and Streplhon) None shull part us.”

ENTRANCL AND MARCH OF PEERS
AND CHORUS (Fenors nnd Basses)

LENTRANCE OF LORD CHANCELLOR.

SONG (Lord Chanecllor and Churus of Prers)

TIIO AND CIHORUS OV PLELERS (Phyllis
Lords Tollaller anid Mow ral)

RECIT (Phylliv)

CHONUS OF PEERS AND SONG (Lord

olloller)

ENSENIBLE (Phyltis. Lowd oliolicr. Lovd
Mountararat, Strephaon, Lord  Chancellop,
and Charus of Peers) My Lords, it may not be.

SONG (Lard Chaveellor) - Said T to myself, said 1.

FINALE, ACT [ (Phylhs. lolanthe, Queen,

Leita, Cclta, Streplon, Lord  Tolloller,
Lord Mounturarat, Lord Chancellor, and
Chorus of Fuires and Prers) When darkly looms the day

Act LE.

Loudly let the trumpet hray

A very susceptible Chanccllor

My well-loved Lord."
Nuy, tempt nic not,

Spurn not the nobly Lorn

SONG (Sentry)

Iong w clap

CIIORUS O FAIRIES AND PEERS

Strep
ment

* When  Britain  really ruled  the
woves

n's & Member of 1"arlia-
SONG (Lard Mountararat and Chorus)

DUET (Leita, Celta, with Chorus of Paries,
Lavd Mowatararal, and Lord Tolloller)

SONG (Queen, with Chorns of Fuiries) * Oh foolish fay.”

QUAIVRIST  (Plyttis, Lord  folialier, Lord * Though perhaps [ may incur your
Mowntararat, and Sentry) Llatne.™

RECIE AND SONG  (Lord Chancellor)

TRIO (Lord Tolluller, Lord Mountarorat, and
Lord Chaneeliory

DUET (Paylhs and Streplon)

RECIT AND BALLAD  (Jalauthe)

“In vain to us you plead.”

* Love unrequited.”

* He who shics ut such a prize.

"I we're weak enough to tarry.”

* My Lord, a suppliant at your feet
I kneel”™

RECUE (folauthe, Queen, Lovd Chancellor, and
Parries)

ENSEMBLE

1t may ot be.
* Soon ns we may off and away.

The above list of Musical Numbers is a facsimile
from the W.A.O.S. Programme of 1920. Devoted
Savoyards will notice one or two minor errors!

R S BT I S O S

Orehestin .
Violins Oboe
Harry Meredith (Leader)  Irene Pragnell
Elizabeth Gillings .
Richard Shorter Clar l’Ilt’t 4
Julia Martin Roy Harwoo
Viol Bassoon Hows

toia hristopher Hewitt
Roy Goodhew Christop
Virginia Brookes French Horn
Evan Hagger

pello i Trumpet
Peter Darbyshire Stamlby Payne
Double Bass Trombone
Hugh Gordon Michael Whittall
Flute Percussion
Simon Francis David Hughes
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PRODUCTION TEAM

Production Secretary

IreneJohnston

AVITAVIRERARDI

Mr Peter H. Alexander

Mr& MrsT.W Meadows

Producer's Assistant  Christine Walters MrsJ A Beale Miss Cynthia Medloy
Stage Manager Geraldine Firmston MrsS. BMSICyB' Mrs P Mirams
Assistant Stage Manager Mike Wharf %/ld::: ‘(]Qnﬁ‘ci?)ln)rd ird M: lé?}lcinr:\.i mr{fv‘émdy
Stage Assistants Martin Larcombe, CraigLawrence Mrs LE. Blanchard Mr & Mrs G.T.R. Osborne
Derek Lawrence, Chris Reed Mr & Mrs Christopher Bland Mr & MrsL.E. Palmer
1’cler$tcggml,T0mSLrCCl Dr & Mrs J.R. Bodington Mr & MrsP.E. Parkhurst
Ron Wilson MrK.F.Bmmle{I v B ﬁr&Mrn H.C Parrott
g i i _‘Lite Relie{" Lt-Cmdr & MrsHenry V. Bruce rs Joan Pearson
Lighting Design  Mike Andrews - Lile e Col and MrsJ A. Brunt Major & Mrs Robert Peaty
Lighting Operators Fred Corton, JohndJohnston MrF.H.S. Cannell . Lard & Lady Penrhyn
. i ing- F.C. Carro Capt. J WM. Pertwee, CBE, RN
Properties Jo Burnaby, assisted by Wm%Cmdr \p M. :
i all & Barbara Steggall MrsE. Chew Miss G. Phillips
Martin Steggall & Barbara Stegg Mrs J.IM. Chisnell MrA Y. Pinnick
Make-up Liz Petley-Jones, Mr Alan Clarke Mr& Mrs PF. Pitt
assist b)." Margaret Green Mr Alistair B. Cole Mr & Mrs C H. Pomeroy
Katie Gulliver, Lynda Harris, Miss Dorothy Crosby Mr & Mrs M.J. Pomeroy
Carole Stecl, Barbara Steggall Mr & Mrs Neville Crowther Mrs FHW. Pratt
Costumes Utopia Ltd (Goring-by-Sca) Miss Ann Dampier-Child The Printing Shop
and Hampshire Mrs & Mrs D.R. Davidson Mr & Mrs S.A. Richardson
Theatrical Wardrobe MrF.LP.de Winton Mri.%%ﬂlﬁpwn
Wardrobe Mistress Nina Copnolly. assisted by %;:sh;[{.%ggl;son M,r. APF%{:?}??:?A:%%‘-\
Tessa D'Arcy Orders Dr Geofirey Edelsten Miss H.D. Roxburgh
Margaret Jowitt Mrs Margaret Elton Mrs B.K. Ruffles
Set Design  Geoffrey Burnaby Mrs C.Evans F k/}r E};n]c:t Sahbcén-(‘]are
. Miss Muricl E. Fisher rs Hilda Saunders
Set Construction  John Brooks Dr & Mrs Peter Gaflikin Mr & Mrs J.S. Shields
Set Painting Craig and Derek Lawrence, MrG.S. Gibbons Mr Harold Smith, JP

assisted by various members

Sir Ronald & Lady Gibson
Mrs Nancy Hamer

Miss M.S. Smith, MBE, JP
Mrs M. Steel

Choreography  Sheila Stiling Mrs Barbara Harding Mr & MrsHW. Steele
OrchestraSecretary Margaret Williams Mr & Mrs Graham J. Hawkins Mr G.S. Stoney
Rehearsal Accompanist Eileen Evans %?GIO%OH,,!‘ : ﬁand %; E{};?':::stsatyrﬁ?
Publicity Robert Jowitt, Clive Hilton Mrs Maxﬁ;:ry Kay Mrs W. Trower
Poster & Programme Design  Robert Jowitt II:A/I; IPz.xS'Kinn%on Mr H'%ﬁ; nMark?yD SA
Poster & Programme Printing Sarsen Press Mr & Mrs J.S. Knight Mr &}\’Irs D.H. Weait
Members and Patrons Bookings  Phyllis Hamblin B AT Tocs Spalding, CB Mra Mro & B Wisewell
Prompter IreneJohnston Elspeth, Lady Maclure Mrs MM, Woadheuse, OBE
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS List complete at time of going to press. We apclogise to any patrons

whase applications were received too late for inclusion.
The Society gratefully acknowledges the generous help given by:
western School, for rehearsal facilities. . o e taarate s \W iat
The Anglia Building Socie ang 'I'hle Britannia Building Society, for PATRONS? H BV
window dis 3 L LOANLANRD iU
Thomas Cook Ltd. and TheAngua%Sﬁ;&?gocicty for permission to The Society offers sincere thanks to all its patrons. Have you enjoyed
erect a banner. the show? If so, and you arc not alrcady a patron, you are invited to
Patrons of the Society. become one.
All who have loaned Pm;zrtjcs_ A donation of £8.00 per annum entitles you to a 25% discount on each of
All who have displayed posters. the first four tickets purchased for each show, with Priority Booking,
Anyone who has inadvertently been omitted from these credits. usually for threec wecks before Public Box Office booking opens.
Floral ana:{%emt}z]ms on Flriday and Saturday by All Saints, Furthermore two newsletters a year keep you in touch with the Saciety’s
inchester, Flower Arranging Club. activities.
If you are interested please send your name and address to:
Mrs P. Hamblin (Patrons’ Secretary), 16 Sunnydown Road, Oliver’s
Battery, Winchester SO22 4LD
or telephone Winchester 61 315, and a form will be sent to you.

P. & G. WELLS, )

Srtill goin gi Strong
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Booksellers,
Y .

=#;|_Stationers, & |3

Bookbinders,

In for a penny, in for a pound,
it's love — and a good book —

that makes the world go round

P.& G. WELLS LTD.

11, COLLEGE ST.
WINCHESTER.
§023 912

11, COLLEGE STREET,
WINCHESTER,

e
D

New Books,
_(_]_uides_, Pr_\otog_raphs,
Picture Post Cards.

~10—-



The Winchester
Steam Laundry Co., L4,

Hyde Abbey Road,
WINCHESTER.

Receiving Office:—122, MARKET STREET, EASTLEIGH.

2 & 2 2
THIS LAUNDRY is completely fitted up with the
MOST IMPROVED APPLIANCES ;
HAS LARGE DRYING GROUND ;
ABUNDANCE OF SOFTENED WATER.

Lol > R+ B+l
v

GOODS COLLECTED and DELIVERED

Either from Town or Country in the
Company's Hampers.

For List of Prices apply to the Manageress.

Special Terms to Hotels & Schools.
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Linen
l I Services

ESTABLISHED 1885 & STILL COMING CLEAN

LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING SERVICES
‘Good quality reliable service to domestic and
commercial customers.

LINEN HIRE SERVICE

- Fine quality linen for every purpose. Our low
cost rental service includes supply, laundering
and repairs.

WORKWEAR RENTAL SERVICE

+ Attractive modern styles. Our low cost rental
service includes embroidered badges,
laundering and repairs. .

« Also: Cabinet towels; Paper towels; Warm air
dryers; Soap dispensers; Air fresheners. Dust
control mats.

Hyde Abbey Road, Winchester. SO23 7DA
Telephone: (0962) 52517/52617



ﬁi’:‘;ﬁ:uﬁc’c;m]f:g«:siorsistcd until now. Equally fortunate has the

i i i ollowing the death of the
Bicily hem. 13 © e O'r Pms}':d\';‘fn"t?lor‘{rrlti Lord ?gorthbmuk. who in
first he was succeeded by his nephew, et Dys

; burton and Sir George Dyson.
due time was followed by the Lord Ash 4 i a e

i . vears the Society flourished and continued to

Whilst for ":mni,ifh handsome donations to charity, it inevitably
5h:mz T;lpms‘:c::ie 1980’s, but at no time did it allow the quality of it=
incurre }(,J:se:fecied With 'the exception of three venars there WAS a
work: 0 b ; s until 1939, In 1947 activities
sequence of Gilbert and Sullivan opera il
were renewed and it was soon mahset:.l that a n('er\;/l genelra 1onf was
waiting and cager to savour the joys of light opera. The n;xcheugoo_ pre-
war members was sufficient to ensure the oontlnl}allon of the Society's
traditions and high standards of performance_v\(hlch have co_ntmued as
the basis of all that has been done since — ever striving for perfectlon._

Five years ago activities were extended and each year since, in
November, a much appreciated Concert has been given. These Concerts
cover a wide range of music from modern musicals to grax?d opera
with the occasional addition of instrumental solos, together with vocal
solos, duets and full chorus pieces. )

To date well over £4,000 have been distributed to a wide range of
deserving charities. During the last year the Society itself was
registered as a Charity and is, therefore, now able to husband its
resources more effectively and is empowered ta accept seven year
covenants from members and patrons.

Some will remember occasions when productions were marred by
second rate scenery hired at not inconsiderable expense. Those days
have passed, for the Society now has its own scenery workshop and it
must give much satisfaction to be able to present shows with purpose-
built sets, designed, constructed and painted by members themselves.

Such is the story in brief of a Society that has flourished for sixty
years. Outstanding achievements are hard to pick out, for every
production is itself an achievement for all those connected with it. The
Society’s reputation is an asset to be loyally defended, for indeed over
the years it has spread far and wide. Competition, even in amateur
circles, grows fiercer as costs continue to rise.

We salute sixty glorious years of light opera and all those who
helped bring them about. Who can tell what future years may bring?
The foundations are solid; the challenge is open to all music lovers.

1987

In the past 15 years the Society has continued to uphold tradition by
producing Savoy Operas — not without some bald and successful
innovations permitted by the lapse of D’Oyly Carte copyright — and has
greatly widened its range in staging grand opera and musicals,
notably Carmen and My Fair Lady. On certain occasions it has
produced two shows a year, but the strenuous efforts of all active
members for some large scale productions does not always allow this,
so the autumn concerts remain in the repertoire — and very popular.

The set-building premises referred to above unfortunately
succumbed ta the bulldozer some years ago, since when the scenery and
workshop have had a temporary home thanks to one of the members.
New premises have now been found, but without security of tenure, and
the Society is still seeking a more satisfactory solution.

Undoubtedly the greatest development has been the Society’s ‘move’
to the Theatre Royal. The first tentative steps were taken with Free As
Air in 1984 before the Theatre was rebuilt, and stage and backstage
areas were very cramped. My Fair Lady (1985) was the last production
at t:he Guildhall, scene of all shows before Free As Air. Rather
ironically the Guildhall had just been refurbished with great
Improvement to backstage conditions which hitherto had been little
changed since the original 1913 Pirafes. Ruddigore was our first opera
on the rebuilt Royal stage, and the magnificent facilities of
Wmches.t.el’s own real theatre have proved a delight for both company
and audience. We have every hope that we will remain at the Royal for
the next 25 years at the very least!

Mention was made in the 1972 programme of our distinguished
}:r_vsldent.s, and to their number we are honoured to add Sir Ronald
E;lhson, the late Stanley Steel, and now (as mentioned elsewhere)
Barbara Harding,

Barbara I:Iarding herself has written of the W.A.0.S. Juniors and
a note regarding them appears on the opposite page. Their existence
promises well for our future.
"mgﬁgﬁhc taste and indeed the whole way of life have changed
lncmger _c: over the past ,three quarters of a century. There are no
Omnibusesn:fag;s at 10.30' (as advised for the 1913 production) nor
end of rerfo the King Alfred Motor Services specially timed for the
Hamw“?; C';"ﬂn?eﬂ (a8 prevailed in the 19205 and 30s), and the
WAOS. ot _r(:mlcle, while still zealously and accurately recording
cu‘.u:i'm.m.h ‘h:t‘e:'. no 1013891‘. fffels able to devote five or six complete
tha f!equ:u;ly ;;glm a8 it did in the golden age. Nevertheless, despite
e il 4 ructive onslaughts of progress, we have no doubt that

continue, as our motto says, to ‘aspire towards perfection’, and

ta carry on that Jeng and ! , g
such high hopes. g successful voyage' of which our founders ha
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WHY NOT JOIN US?
Membership of W.A.O.S. has been available for 75 years! [f YOU
are not yet a member why not give some thought to joning us as
we enter the next quarter of a century, and look ahead to being
included in the Centenary Celebrations.

If you do not wish to sing perhaps your talents lie in the very
important area of back-stage-work — without these hard-working
people there would be no production.

Please contact the Membership Secretary, Irene Johnston, 6
Coate Drive, Worthy Down, Winchester. Tel: 884934 for further
information.

Current Membership fee 1112p a week - very good value for
money!

W.A.O.S. JUNIOR SECTION

The Junior Section continues to flourish, and this years
production of H.M.S. Pinafore at the Theatre Royal in February
maintained the high standards set in previous productions by
these very talented young people. (Remember The King and I,
Tarantara Tarantara, Oliver, etc.)

Rehearsals for their seventh production start at the
beginning of September. Vacancies exist for boys and girls of 12
years old or above. Further details available from the Junior
Section Organiser, Ben Wright, telephone Winchester 64788.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 16th May, Dinner Dance 7.30 p.m.
The Guildhall Winchester
Friday 26th June, Annual General Meeting, 7.30 p.m.
Chesil Theatre, Winchester

FUTURE PRODUCTIONS
Spring 1988 FAUST Gounod
Autumn 1988 PATIENCE Gilbert & Sullivan

IN MEMORIAM

PETER CHEW. Secretary of the Southampton Operatic
Society in the 1930s, Peter Chew first appeared in W.A.OS.
programmes (under the name of Lionel Chew) in the
immediate post war years, as a Committce member, and
then frequently in the chorus for the next three decades.
When not on stage he was often to be found as an usher
He was also memorable in a variety of parts in Winchester
Dramatic Society productions.

ARNOLD MEDLEY. Beginning in the chorus in the early
1930s, Arnold Medley became a Committee member and
Property & Assistant Stage Manager in the productions
preceding the Second World War, and then make-up
assistant in the following shows. After he left the district he
maintained the keenest interest in the Socicty’s etforts
coming back regularly to sce the latest presentation.

VERA PORTSMOUTH. As principal or lady ot the

chorus, then as Joint Secretary with her husband Roy for a
lengthy period, and in less conspicuous but equally
necessary duties such as Wardrobe Mistress,  Vera
Portsmouth devoted the liveliest enthusiasm to every
aspect of the society’s activities for more than 40 vears.
Her cheerful smile on stage or somewhere in the wings
was an essential part of a W A.O.S. show

HUMPHREY SALWEY Rightly respected as  first
headmaster of the Pilgrims School and chief author of its
development from 1931 to 1963, and highly regarded tor
his integrity as a Justice of the Peace, Humphrey “»alwv.»
somehow found time to delight in G & &, encouraging his
wife Lorna to take parties ot small Pilgrims to WAQOS
productions; and, after his retirement often  attending
rehearsals himself. It is surely no coincidence that two of
his former pupils are present members of the WAOS.
Committee.



Tel. 347.

WHITWAM
CO Y S H,

Piano, Orvgan, andy
Winsic Wavehouse,

70, HIGH STREET

WINCHESTER . . =§

OBERMEIER IMPERIOLA

ready for use as a Piano Player.

The IMPERIOLA is the outcome of years of
constant research and experiment. It differs

entirely from any other, inasmuch as it has no
cumbrous stops constantly to get out of order, but

éllows the performer to put his own individuality
into the music,

ILLUSTRATED LISTS FREE ON APPLICATION.

Does your Piano require Tuning or Repairing?

I so, kindly favour us with a Trial.
Satisfaction guaranteed.

Sole Agents for
CHAPPELL andg GHALLEN PIANODS.

Highest References. Lowest Prices
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Congratulations
to one
long running show

from another

M

\
e
_\ I‘

Here's 1o lhe next 75 years!

Whitwams Music Ltd
70 High Street Winchester @3 65253



