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the stories  of t h e  o p e r a s

“ The Pirates of
otrange 

never toSHELTERED in the Cornish Coast is the hiding place of a band of tender-hearted pirates, 
to say the whole of this robber band of pirates are orphans and it is one of their rules 
lay a molesting hand on any orphan they might encounter. Knowl~W «f u™ 

has become general, with the result that many ships captured by them
they were found to be manned entirely by orphans. The pirates make it a pomt 01 nonour never tc 
attack a weaker party, but whenever they attempt to fight a stronger one they are invariably thrashed

had to be released because 
never to

But there is high revelry in the pirates’ lair, a sherry party being held to celebrate the passing 
out of his indentures of their youngest member, Frederic, who this day is hailed as a full-blown 
apprentice and qualified member of the pirates’ band. Frederic, however, springs a most unwelcome 
and surprising piece of news: “ Today I  am out of my indentures, and today I leave you for ever.” 
I t is all owing to the terrible mistake when he was made an apprentice pirate instead of being made 
a pilot apprentice, an error due to the nursemaid Ruth, who muddled the similar sounding names of 
the two callings.

Such is his extreme sense of duty that Frederic announces his determination to devote himself 
heart and soul to the extermination of the entire crew of pirates, a bombshell which strikes dismay 
to the fellow-members of his band. A heated argument takes place as to what is to be done about 
Ruth, who, madly in love with Frederic, is not enamoured of being claimed by any other member 
of the piratical gang.

A bevy of beautiful maidens arrive exploring the seashore and caves and are discovered by the 
pirates who immediately fall in love with their delightful visitors.

All the young maidens are not only Wards in Chancery but are the daughters of the famous 
Major-General Stanley who arrives on the scene. He has heard of this bloodthirsty band of pirates 
of Penzance and he wins their sympathy with the sad news that he too is “ an orphan boy.” The 
pirates surrender the girls and restore the whole party to liberty.

In his new role Frederic is now to lead an expedition against his brother pirates. For this perilous 
mission he has gathered together a doughty squad of police, all, with their Sergeant, being terribly 
nervous, and the ruined Chapel seems likely to be the scene of a glorious scrap between the pirates 
and the police and sadly at variance with the peaceful aspect of the sorrowful Major-General and his 
many daughters. Their aged father is doing penance before the tombs of his ancestors, who are his 
solely by his purchase for he has owned the estate only a year.

Meanwhile in a private interview Frederic learns from the Pirate King and Ruth that as the 
one-time apprentice was bom on the 29th of February and thus has a birthday only every four years 
he is still but five years or so of age. In blank despair Frederic agrees to return to the pirate gang to 
finish his apprenticeship. Frederic is now bound to reveal the Major-General’s duplicity for he is no 
orphan and the King, howling for vengeance, organises an attack on the General’s Castle. Under 
cover of the darkness the police conceal themselves and with the pirates approaching with cat-lilce 
tread a fierce battle ensues with the utter defeat of the police squad. But the tables are neatly turned.

All ends happily, the pirates are presented each with one of the beautiful daughters of the 
Major-General after promising to return forthwith to their legislative duties in the House of Lords 
and so give up then piratical and bloodthirsty calling.

A. C.

“Cox and Box”
Sergeant Bouncer, a m ilitia man of days gone by, with a keen eye for business, lets his rooms to a couple 
of young men, one a journeyman hatter and the other a printer. The former works all day, the latter all 
night, so the sitting room does duty for both, neither tenant knowing of this arrangement. All goes well 
for a tim e as they do not meet, except for the invariable and mysterious passing of one another on the 
staircase, but an unexpected holiday granted to the hatter brings disaster and in more senses than one the 
fat is in the fire.

In the quarrel that ensues a surprising domestic revelation is made and a truce declared. Bouncer’s faulty 
memory is forgiven and the finale o f this very humorous operetta is reached amid great joy with Bouncer 
toasting his two lodgers.

“COX & BOX”
By F . C. BURNAND and ARTHUR S. SULLIVAN

BERTRAM DOBSON 
BRYON CAVILL 

HORACE TAYLOR

Characters

James John Cox (a Journeyman Hatter) - 
John James Box (a Journeyman Printer)
Bouncer (their Landlord) -

SCENE—A room in Bouncer's House

MUSICAL NUMBERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

O verture  
Song (Bouncer)
D u et (Cox and Bouncer) 
L u llab y  (Box)
Song and Dance (Cox)
Trio (Cox, Box and Bouncer) - 
D u et Serenade (Cox and Box) 
Romance (Cox and Box)

“ Rataplan ** 
“ Stay Bouncer, Stay ”

- “ Hushed is the bacon ”
- “ My Master is punctual ”
- - “ Who are you. Sir ? ”
- - “ The Buttercup ”

“ Not long ago ”



«THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE”

By W. S. GILBERT and ARTHUR S. SULLIVAN

Dramatis Person m

Major-General Stanley
The Pirate King 
Samuel (his Lieutenant) 
Froderic {the Pirate Apprentice) 
Sergeant of Police -
Mabel
Edith
Kate
Isabel

General Stanley's Daughters

Ruth (a Pirate M aid of all Work)

- NORMAN KEMISH 
AUSTEN HOOKER

ERIC SALTER
- REGINALD REED  
* HORACE TAYLOR

BARBARA DE RETUERTO
- ESTHER BRYANT 

KATHLEEN FISH
- MARGARET BONE

RITA OWTON

Chorus o f General S tanley's Daughters

Eileen Beisly 
Valerie Bell 
Ruby Boxall 
Shirley Cope

George Allen 
Ronald Baverstock 
Michael Bright 
Bryon Cavill 
Peter Chew

Paul

Josephine Fulford 
Phyllis Hamblin 
Stella Harding 

Irene Hayne

J ane H ubble 
Angela Jenkins 

Susan Jones 
.Joyce Mackereth

Christine Montague 
Katherine Reed 

Ann  Shawyer 
Mary Towler

Chorus o f P irates and Policemen

Gerald Harding 
Colin Harris 

Mervyn Hayne 
J ohn Hodgson 
Brian Hurst

T ip p l e

Raymond Hutchins 
Michael McDonnell 
Reginald Matthews 

Geoffrey Smith 
Anthony Terribile

R ichard Trower

Producer and Stage Director: GLADWYS STARLING

Musical Director: JOHN SEALEY, b .m u s ., f .k .c .o ., a .r .o .m .

the cast will be most grateful if you will kindly refrain from smokinq

MUSICAL NUMBERS

OVERTURE

ACT I

1 .

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

Opening Chorus o f  P irates and Solo  
Song {Ruth) -
Song (Pirate King and Chorus)
R ecita tiv e  and D u et {Ruth and Frederic) 
Chorus o f  G irls . . . .  
R ecita tiv e  {Edith, Kate, Frederic, and Chorus) 
Aria {Frederic and Chorus of Girls)
A ir {Mabel and Chorus)
{Edith, Kate, and Chorus of Girls) -
D u et (Mabel and Frederic, and Chorus of Girls)
{Frederic and Chorus of Girls and Pirates)

- “ Pour, O pour, the pirate sherry *
“ When Fred’ric was a little lad * 

* - “ Oh, better far to live and die *
- ** Oh ! false one, you have deceived me *

“ Climbing over rocky mountain *
- “ Stop, ladies, pray ! * 

“ Oh ! is there not one maiden breast *
- “ Poor wand’ring one * 

‘ What ought we to do ? gentle sisters, say ! *
“ How beautifully blue the sky * 

“ Stay, we must not lose our senses ’
R ecita tive  {Mabel, Major-General, Samuel, and Chorus) - - “ Hold, monsters ! *
Song {Major-General and Chorus) - - “ I  am the very model of a modem Maj or-General *
F inale—A ct I {Mabel, Kate, Edith, Frederic, Samuel, King, Major-General, Ruth and Chorus)

“ Oh ! men of dark and dismal fate *

ACT n

1.

3.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Introduction. Solo {Mabel and Chorus) - - - “ Oh ! dry the glist ning tear
R ecita tive  {Frederic and Major-General) - “ Now, Frederic, let your escort lion-hearted
Chorus, w ith  Solos {for Mabel, Edith, and Sergeant) - “ When the foeman bares his steel
Recitative and Trio . . .
Trio {Ruth, Frederic, and King)
Trio {Ruth, Frederic, and King)
R ecita tive  and D u et {Mabel and Frederic) 
D uet {Mabel and Frederic) - 
R ecitative {Mabel, etc.. Chorus of Police)
Song {Sergeant and Chorus) -
Solo {Sergeant and Chorus of Pirates and Police)
Solo {Samuel and Chorus of Pirates)

“ Now for the pirates* lair ! 
“ When you had left our pirate fold 

“ Away, away, my heart’s on fire ! 
* All is prepared I your gallant crew await you !

“ Stay, Fred’ric, stay !
- “ Yes, I  am brave ! Oh, family descent

When a felon’s not engaged in his employment
- “ A rollicking band of pirates we

“ With cat-like tread

{Frederic, King, Major-General, Police, and Pirates)
Song {Major-General and Chorus of Pirates and Police) and Finale

“ Hush ! hush ! not a word 
‘ Softly sighing to the river



ORCHESTRA

lsi Violins 
N e llie  Fulcher

'Cellos Bassoon
Francis Cowan 

Dorothy Milner

N igel Rowe

Audrey Dobson 
Patricia Hardwick Leonard Starling Homs 

P e te r  M orris
Olive Walker 
Arthur Punter Double Bass 

E rnest C ottle
Charles Jackson

2nd Violins Flutes Trumpets

Pamela Davis J oan King Stanley Payne

Helen Taylor J ohn Clarke Charles Rhodes

David Dancy
Mary Goward Oboe Trombones

Alec Orton Gordon Cutler

Violas Bram Taylor

Harold Pooley Clarinets
Hywel Roberts Tom Gregson Timpani

Roy Harwood William Bennett

Doris Pearce

Valerie Cavill

Philip King

Kenneth Coulter 
E dward Lister 
J ohn Snow 
William Thallon 
Arthur Hall

Lighting . . . . . . . . . . .  James O fford

Accompanist at Rehearsals 

Assistant to Producer 

Stage Manager 

Stage Assistants

Call B o y s ................................................

Prompter - 

Make-up Assistants

Wardrobe Mistresses .

Costumes: B. J. Simmons & Co. (1941) Ltd. 

Make-up: Jules M a r te n

- Ernest Cuthbert
George R ojahn

Valerie Cavill

N orris Elton 
Laurence Ward 
Muriel Wilson

Enid B averstock 
Ellen Day

Scenery: Stage S cen ery  I/td.

Wigs Dressed by M essrs. E. S. A ttw ood

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS
The Pirates o f Penzance ” 1913 “ Iolanthe” 1937
The Mikado ” 1914 “ Tom Jones " 1938
Iolanthe ” 1920 “ Monsieur Beaucaire ’* 1939
The Yeoman o f the Guard ” 1921 “ Merrie England ”, Concert Version 1947
The Gondoliers ” 1922 “ Iolanthe ” 1948
Patience ” - - 1923 “ The Gondoliers ” 1949
Ruddigore ” 1924 “ Patience ” 1960
Trial by Jury ” and “ Trial by Jury ” and
H.M .S. Pinafore ” 1926 “ The Pirates o f Penzance ” 1961
Princess Ida ” 1926 “ Princess Ida ” 1962
The Mikado ” 1927 “ The Mikado ” . 1963
Iolanthe ” 1928 “ Ruddigore ” 1964
Merrie England ” 1929 “ The Yeoman of the Guard 11 1966
The Gondoliers ” 1930 “ Trial by Jury ” and
U topia Lim ited - 1931 “ H.M.S. Pinafore ” 1966
The Yeoman o f the Guard ” 1932 “ The Gondoliers ” 1967
Cox and B ox ” and “ Utopia Limited ” 1968
The Pirates o f Penzance ” 1933 “ Patience ” 1969
Ruddigore ” 1934 “ Die Fledermaus ” 1960
Princess Ida ” 1936 “ The Gypsy Baron ” 1961
The Mikado ” 1936 “ The Mikado ”  - . 1962

SINCE THE FORMATION OF THE SOCIETY OVER

*3>5°o
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO VARIOUS CHARITIES

In addition to  those advertised, three performances have been given to  Schools.

The Secretaries are available at each performance and w ill be delighted to give you details o f membership 
of the Society. Both acting and non-acting members are always welcome, and applications may be sent 

at any tim e to  the Secretaries at “ Overdale,” Twyford (Telephone: Twyford 3360).

the society extends a cordial welcome



STEW ARD S  

AUBREY HARDING (Chief Steward)

Arthur Bath 
Roger Bevan 
John Blake 
Robert Boxall 
J ohn Cave 
Robert Cope 
Reginald Croft 
Victor Crosby 
Cyril Fish 
Raymond Furmidge 
Raymond Ginsburg

Monica Bath 
Patricia Binstead 
Sheila Clark 
Stella Cooke 
Olivia Croft 
Vera Croft 
Joan Davey 
Marion Dawson 
Lynne Day 
Jane Edmonds 
Marjorie Elkins 
Jean Farnee 
Muriel Fisher 
Beatrice Fletcher 
Dorothy Furmidge 
Pamela S ampson

Geoffrey Qoater 
Michael Harding 
Gerald H ayne 
George Jeffries 
Michael King 
N orman Mackereth 
Stanley Marsh 
J ohn Moreton 
Patrick Moreton 
J ohn O’Grady 
Reginald Parsons

Henry  Pearce 
Neil Pearson 
W illiam Powell 
Allon Renton 
Leonard Sherfield 
A nthony Smith 
Frank Smith 
R onald Stainer 
R ichard Steel 
Martin Tucker 
Michael Wyard

PROGRAMMES A N D  ICE CREAMS
Mary H ancock 
Mary H arris 
Angela H awkins 
Phyllis Jeffries 
Chrlstine K ing 
Deedre Lewis 
Ann  Moult 
R osemary N egus 
Pauline Oakley 
Iris O’Grady 
E veline Parsons 
Talia Parsons 
Alice Reed 
Violet Russell 
Carol Salter 
Daphne Shutte

R osemary Smith 
Sonia Smith 
Stella Smith 
Margaret Stafford 
Marcelle Stainer 
Pamela Stainer 
Angela Steel 
Celia Steel 
Audrey Strange 
Elizabeth Tipple 
Winifred Trower 
Sheila Tucker 
Anna Walker 
Pauline Wallbridge 
Madeline Wyard 
Phyllis Y ates

A LICENSED BAR and BUFFET
IS AVAILABLE IN

THE BANQUETING HALL

At the Matinee tea will be served 
during the first interval

The Society is holding its Annual Dinner Dance at the

CADENA CAFE on  THURSDAY, MAY 23rd

TICKETS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM ANY MEMBER 
OF THE COMMITTEE

CYRIL PARKER & HIS BAND
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