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The distinctive flavours 
of Thai cuisine with hints 
of fresh coriander, fish 

sauce, lemon grass and 
chilli, along with the 

world renowned Thai 
hospitality, is now 

available in Winchester.

33 Jewry Street, Winchester | 01962 869966

www. bangkokbrasserie.co.uk

We have combined our 
passion for fine food 
and excellent service 
to create a restaurant 
where you can enjoy 

freshly cooked 
innovative Indian food 
in a wonderful setting.

‘BengaCSage
7 2 - 7 A St. George Street, Winchester | 01962 862173

www. thebe ng a I sage. co. uk

Affiliated to  the 
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llJincriester Operatic Society
presents

Gilbert and Sullii/an’s

Director: Suzanne Hall 

musical Director: marcus Reei/es 

Choreographer: Louise Hodson 

Rssistant Director: Liz Petleij-Jones



Now that the works of Gilbert and Sullivan are out of copyright, many groups - both amateur and 
professional - have adapted these classics to increase their relevance to modern day audiences. 
These adaptations have revived interest in the operettas and have enriched the legacy of this very 
English institution.

Our adaptation of HMS Pinafore set in space was the brainchild of Chris Milne, who sadly has been 
unable to see the work through to fruition. However, at short notice, we are very grateful to the artistic 
team, under the direction of Suzanne Hall with Louise Hodson as choreographer and the assistance 
of Liz Petley-Jones, who have developed and enhanced the work still further resulting in a futuristic 
production with links to the original. Although the setting and some of the libretto differ from the 
original work the music remains the same.

We are pleased to welcome for the first time as musical director, Marcus Reeves, who has become a 
very popular member of the company and we hope that this will not be the only time we will have the 
opportunity to work with him.

The Society notes with great sadness the passing in January this year of Ian Crowe. He was a popular 
member of the Society for many years. He worked as a performer, director and friend of WOS and we 
shall all miss his bright, cheerful presence at all our activities. He will be sadly missed.

We are rapidly approaching our centenary year with two productions in the offing - The Merry Widow 
in the autumn of this year and Billy (a musical based on the novel Billy Liar) in the spring of 2013. The 
centenary year runs from July 2012 to June 2013.

Anne McDonald, our Centenary Events Coordinator, has provided a summary of the centenary year for 
this programme. We are very grateful to Anne for taking on this crucial role. Full details are also on 
the Society’s website: www.winchester-operatic.org.uk.

As the house lights dim and you fasten your seatbelts in preparation for take-off and zero gravity - 
remember this is a journey into uncharted waters (or should I say space!) and only the music is the 
link with the past........

Brian Hurst
HonorarLi L/icie Presidents and Life members
Valerie Bell, Margaret Bone, Geoffrey Burnaby, Jo Burnaby, Eileen Evans, Brian Hurst, Bob Jones, 
Pamela Jones, The Mayor of Winchester, Pamela Peskett, James Sabben-Clare, Richard Steel, 
Christine Walters, David Weait, Michael Williams.

Council of management 2011-12
Brian Hurst (President), Martin Larcombe (Company Secretary), Richard Steel, Anne Croudass, Mary 
Twomey, Adrian Hickford.

ExecutiL/e Committee 2011-12
Mary Twomey (Chairman), Adrian Hickford (Vice-Chairman and Hon.Treasurer), Heather Reid (Hon. 
Secretary), Stephen Gleed, Suzanne Hall, Katie Hickson, Louise Hodson, Anne McDonald, Gill Russell.

Ill05 Friends
Tim Ames, Janet Bird, Richard and Maureen Chisnell, Valerie Cork, Barrie Dey, Elizabeth Duff, Alice 
Dyson, Muriel Fisher, John Gibson, Jean Hilton, Austen and Connie Hooker, Irene Johnston, Ann Lake, 
Rupert Marks, John Murray, Jack O’Grady, Christine Pilgrim, Brenda Pomeroy, Lady Jane Portal, Barry 
and Janet Richardson, Joyce Sadd, Carole Steel, Peter SteggalIJim Stevens, Di Threlfall, Paul Tipple, 
David Weait, Barbara Welch, Margaret Williams, Angela Winteridge.

Winchester Operatic Society 
Centenary Celebrations

In 1912, a group of enthusiasts got together and formed our Society. 
One hundred years later with 110 successful productions under our belt, 
to mark this special occasion, we are about to embark on an exciting 
centenary year of events. These will be both social and musical.

To launch this special year, we start with a celebration lunch in July 2012 
at Winchester Guildhall, the venue for the Society’s first production in 
1913. This will be followed in September by The Pirates o f Penzance 
from scratch at Sparsholt College, in recognition of that first show. 
For more information about the scratch Pirates, contact Anne Croudass 
by email at: a.l.croudass@gmail.com or phone: 01962 808348.

A carol service and a Burns night party are already planned and, of 
course, not to be missed, our centenary shows: The Merry Widow, 
in November 2012 and Billy Liar - the Musical, the following May. 
The centenary year will conclude with a garden party at the Wessex 
Conference Centre, Sparsholt College in June 2013.

Anne McDonald
Centenary Events Co-ordinator

http://www.winchester-operatic.org.uk
mailto:a.l.croudass@gmail.com


Synapsis
The Place: the outer reaches of the Known unii/erse 

The Time: the Future unhnown

Our story begins with Dick Deadeye, a nineteenth century midshipman, 
being revived from his cryogenically frozen state on board Captain 
Corcoran’s Starship P-n-4 (known affectionately to its crew as 
“ Pinafore”). He joins the loyal crew in preparations for the arrival of 
the First Lord of the Star Fleet, Sir Joseph Porter KCB. Wherever 
he goes, Sir Joseph takes with him an unusual assortment of female 
family members and his long suffering PA, Hebe.

Sir Joseph is expecting to marry Captain Corcoran’s beautiful daughter
Josephine. She, however, has other 
ideas: she is secretly in love with the 
lowly spaceman Ralph Rackstraw 
and he returns her affections. They 
both know that the divide in their 
status will always be a barrier to 
their happiness, so elopement may 
be the only answer.

The spaceship is visited by Buttercup, a dealer in space junk and 
retro electrical items, part-time psychic and embryonic experimenter, 
who also has her eye on the Captain. She has a secret which will 
change the Star Fleet forever.

With a disobedient daughter, an 
objectionable Victorian sailor, an 
angry Star Fleet commander and stray 
women loose on his ship, Captain 
Corcoran clings on to his command as 
his world spirals out of control around 
him. This forces him to spy, tell a few 
lies and to use a very bad word indeed.

Of course, it all ends happily ever after..... but who ends up with
whom??

musical number
□i/erture 
Ret I
1. “We’re explorers deep in space” (Crew)
2. “Hail! Fellows brave” ... “I ’m called Little Buttercup” (Buttercup)
2a. “But tell me who’s the youth” (Buttercup and 1 st Officer)
3. “The nightingale” (Ralph and Crew)
3a. “A maiden fair to see” (Ralph and Crew)
4. “My gallant crew, good morning” (Captain and Crew)
4a. “Sir, you are sad” (Buttercup and Captain)
5. “Sorry her lot who loves too well” (Josephine)
6. “Now through the Galaxy” (Ladies)
7. “Sir Joseph’s ship is seen” (Chorus)
8. “Now give three cheers” (Captain, Sir Joseph, Hebe and Chorus)
9. “When I was a lad” (Sir Joseph and Chorus)
9a. “For I hold in the Galaxies” (Sir Joseph, Hebe and Chorus)
9b. “When I am here” (Hebe)
10. “An Astronaut” (Ralph, 1 st Officer, 2nd Officer and Crew)
11. “Refrain, you go too far!” (Josephine and Ralph)
12. Finale, Act I

lnteri/al

Entr’acte 
Ret II
13. “Fair moon, to thee I sing” (Captain)
14. “Things are seldom what they seem” (Buttercup and Captain)
15. “The hours creep on apace” (Josephine)
16. “Nevermind the why and wherefore” (Josephine, Captain and Sir Joseph)
17. “Kind Captain, I’ve important information” (Captain and Dick Deadeye)
18. “Carefully on tiptoe stealing” (Soli and Chorus)
18a. “Pretty daughter o f mine” (Captain and Ensemble) and “He is a

Star Fleet man” (1 st Officer and Ensemble)
19. “Farewell, my own” (Ralph, Josephine, Sir Joseph, Buttercup and Chorus)
20. “A many years ago” (Buttercup and Chorus)
21. Finale Act II



Adrian Hickford

Peter Barber 

Dan Hickson 

Katie Hickson 

Penny Bullough 

Mike Palette 

Claire Smith 

Graham Light

Tine Rt Hon Sir Joseph Porter 
hCB - First Lord or Star Fleet

Captain Corcoran - captain or Starship "Pinafore”

Ralph Rachstrauj - an engineer

■Josephine - Captain Corcoran’s daughter

“Buttercup” - a space trader

□ids Deadege

HePe - Sir Joseph’s PR

First Officer Bobstag

Hamish McDonald Second ameer Bechet

Starship crew:
David Anderson 

Jacqui Beckingham 
Deborah Cleary 

Colin Crimp 
Anne Croudass 
Louise Hodson 

Bob Jones 
Alan Matheson 

Simon Meanwell-Ralph 
Michael Watson

Sir Joseph’s sisters:
Vanessa Matthews 

Nicola Moore 
Gill Russell 

Roz Summers 
Lucy Whiteman

cousins:
Jill Fitzpatrick 

Anne McDonald 
Heather Reid 

Mary Twomey

and their clones:
Alison Bradley 

Stephanie Crockford 
Sally Male 

Juliet Surridge

Orchestra
l/ialins

L/iala
Celia
Bass
Flute

Clarinets
□Poe

Trumpet
Trombone

Horn
Percussion

Rehearsal Rccompanists

Tessa Welford, Nuala Land
Jane Andrews
Sam McKay
Julia Casson
David Anderson
Ann Clausen, Paul Stiles
Barry Collisson
Wayne Landen
Roger Longcroft
Colin McKay
Paul Lovegrove

Christine Webster, Lucinda Pillow

Reduced orchestration by James Newby Music 
email: jamesnewbymusic@btinternet.com

Libretto Rei/ision Nichola Paterson with a team o f WOS wordsmiths
and their friends....

Lreuj Stage manager 
Production Team 

Orchestra Secretary 
Set Design 

Set Construction

mahe-up
Costumes

Props

Lighting Design 
Lighting and Technical

Sound
Bachstage

Rehearsal Refreshments 
Posters and Programmes 

Sales and marheting 
Front of House

Angie Barks (assisted by Emily Wilson)
Katie Hickson, Louise Hodson 
Gill Beck 
Sue Aiken
David Anderson, David Freemantle, Warner Hall,
Brian Hurst, Pamela Jones, Ian White
Liz Petley-Jones with Christine Harding, Gill Parry, Lottie Betts
Katie Hickson with Simon Meanwell-Ralph
Trish Feltham with Talia Hedstrom, Sylvia Jobling,
Dave Rowe 
Rebecca Gregory 
Theatre Royal 
Chris Evans
Adrian Davies, Debbie Goddard, Gareth Fenn,
Tom Smith, Emily Wilson 
Anne and Hamish McDonald 
Gill Russell w ith Ashley Burr at Copyman 
Gill Russell
Robert Parsons, lain Steel

Rchnoujledqements
- Theatre Royal
- St Faiths Parish Hall and Wessex Conference Centre, Sparsholt for rehearsal space
- INTECH Science Centre and Planetarium, Morn Hill, Winchester for photoshoot location
- Peter Dawes and Liz Petley-Jones for publicity and programme photographs
- Peter Sillick for show photographs and DVD recording
- Martin Paterson for orchestration of Hebe’s song
- Whitwam of Winchester for plasma screens
- Richard Steel and Partners for trolley
- NASA for use of graphics
- PC Graphics by Liz Petley-Jones, Adrian Hickford, Joe Goodall
- GMA Southampton for power chair hire

mailto:jamesnewbymusic@btinternet.com


Biographies
Peter Barber (Captain Corcoran)

Peter is enjoying playing Captain Corcoran in space. This is a promotion 
from his last performance in HMS Pinafore in Richmond over 30 years 
ago when he played the Bosun’s Mate at sea, (and when Mike Palette 
played Dick Deadeye before being cryogenically frozen!). It is Peter’s first 
WOS show not requiring a change of accent, after doing Tevye in Fiddler 
on the Roof, M oonface in Anything Goes, S hadbo lt in The Yeomen 
o f the Guard, Julian Marsh in 42nd Street, and A lfio the Carter in 
Cavalleria Rusticana. Peter lives in A lton and is a trus tee  o f Theatre

Penny Bullouqti (Buttercup)
Penny has been a regular performer with WOS for over twenty years. She 
began in Patience in the title  role, who in tha t production had a Yorkshire 
accent, and has ranged backwards and forwards across the British Isles 
and the Atlantic in various roles (dialectically) ever since. She has also 
been fortunate over the years to  have worn a number of interesting wigs... 
and Buttercup is no exception! Thanks to  the WOS team fo r another 
relatively legitimate opportunity to dress up and be silly with a bunch of 
nice people. Special thanks to the late Ian Crowe, a friend, colleague and 
one of the kindest and most savvy producers ever to work with the Society.

Hdrian Hichford (Sir Joseph Porter KCB)

In his 17th show with WOS, Adrian returns once again to  the fam iliar 
territory of G&S. He has been lucky to  portray many of the baritone roles 
over the years, initially with the University of Southampton’s Light Operatic 
Society, then with WOS, and he is now also part of a new small group of 
performers known as Pocket G&S. W ith all that experience to  lean on, 
it is perhaps surprising that this is the first time he has been in a production 
of HMS Pinafore. His favourite musical roles for the Society include Vernon 
Hines (The Pajama Game), Perchik (Fiddler on the Roof) and Fred Graham 
(Kiss Me Kate). He has also enjoyed playing The Judge (Trial by Jury), Ko-Ko,
(The Mikado), John Wellington Wells (The Sorcerer) and Jack Point (The Yeomen o f the Guard) 
in recent G&S productions with WOS, as well as winning the 2011 Southern Daily Echo Curtain 
Call award for Best Performance in an Opera for his portrayal of the Lord Chancellor in lolanthe 
with Pocket G&S.

□an Hichson (Ralph Rachstraui)
You know you are getting old when you are perform ing in HMS Pinafore 
fo r the third time. Still, having it previously set on a nautical ship, then 
in a kitchen and now on a space ship, at least it's  only the music tha t 
has stayed the same. “ It's Pinafore, Jim, but not as we know it!".

Royal W inchester.

Katie Hichson (Josephine)
This will be Katie’s seventh G&S production since jo in ing WOS in 2002. 
Only another seven to  go and she’ll have com pleted the set. Once 
again she finds herself playing opposite  her husband, who starts as a 

low ly engineer then ends up as the  Captain. Result!

Graham i-iqtit (First Officer Bobstaq)

This is the second tim e Graham has been in HMS Pinafore w ith WOS 
and, although he may not look it, the setting has moved on hundreds 
of years. Furthermore, it has taken him that long to  be prom oted in the 
ranks to the lofty position o f First Officer. To be honest, the only reason 
he agreed to  take the part was because he thought he was going to  be 
allowed to  show o ff his pointed ears!

Hamisn mcDonald (Second Officer Bechet)

Hamish says that in his 40 years of belonging to  operatic societies, he 
has played many varied roles, making his debut as Danny Gilmartin in 
Calamity Jane and ending up as the innkeeper in Fiddler on the Roof, 
last year. He has also played the banjo and accordion on stage, and has 
even danced and sung the Lambeth Walk w ith Simon Ward in the film, 
All Creatures Great and Small. Hamish says tha t he has been asked to 
do a few  strange things in the name o f “operatics” from having a bath 
on stage as pantom im e dame, to  searching fo r boar’s teeth as Luther 
Billis in South Pacific. He claims that while this version of HMS Pinafore 

has to be one heck o f a giant leap fo r G ilbert and Sullivan, it ’s really only a small step fo r a
Second Officer, Star Fleet man!

lilhLj not become a friend or the Society?
Far further information contact: mr Dai/id Rome, 

Friends' Secretary, 5 LJJestern Road, Winchester 5021 5RH 
or email: dai/eroiuel95B@qmail.cam

Or join us?
Contact LUOS Secretary:

Heather Reid - Email: secretary@minchester-operatic.orq.uh

mailto:eroiuel95B@qmail.cam
mailto:secretary@minchester-operatic.orq.uh


mihe Palette (Diels DeadeLje)

Mike is pleased to be reprising his role as Dick Deadeye. He first made the 
character his own in Canada in 1967. In 1976 he played Dick “three-legged” 
at Richmond Theatre, as it was the year of Rolf Harris and “Jake the Peg” ! 
Also on stage in that production was Peter Barber playing Bosun’s Mate 
(Peter has been promoted to Captain for ton ight’s performance!), and the 
now well-known television personality Alan Titchmarsh as Sir Joseph 
Porter KCB. Since then Mike has performed many operatic and G&S roles 
with various societies -  however never before in space or thawed out from 
a cryogenically frozen state! This is his fourth principal role with WOS.

Claire Smith (Hebe)
Claire has been w ith WOS since 2007. She has m ostly  appeared 
in p roductions as a m em ber o f the chorus -  a lthough occasiona lly  
dusting o ff her tap shoes fo r Anything Goes and 42nd Street. C laire

is very excited to  be playing the part o f Hebe!

Suzanne Hall - Director

This is Suzanne’s second tim e directing fo r WOS, having d irected and 
choreographed The Pajama Game in 2007. She has choreographed 
several recent shows - her favourites being Oklahoma! and Kiss Me 
Kate. In between having her children she has performed as Miss Adelaide 
in Guys and Dolls, Ado Annie in OklahomaI, Maggie in 42nd Street and 
Erma in Anything Goes. Suzanne is also a member of West Meon Theatre 
where directing credits have included Stepping Out, Salad Days, The 
Pirates o f Penzance and Kipps - a Youth Theatre production. For West 
Meon Theatre she has played Helena in A Midsummer Nights Dream,
Viola and Maria in Twelfth Night, Ensemble in Cider With Rosie and The Landlady in Two 
which earned her a Daily Echo Curtain Call award fo r Best C om ic/D ram atic Actress. 
Suzanne is a fa rm er’s w ife, who lives on an arable farm  in the Meon Valley w ith her three 
children and farm er husband.

Louise Hobson - Choreographer

Louise has been choreographing for eleven years and dancing since she was 
three. She has choreographed numerous shows for WOS - most recently 
Fiddler on the Roof, Anything Goes and 42nd Street. She is resident 
choreographer with Footlights Youth Theatre who most recently staged 
Annie at the Nuffield Theatre in Southampton. Louise has worked with 
Eastleigh and Southampton Operatic Societies and is looking forward to 
choreographing with Pocket G&S in the summer. Louise teaches dance 
and dances and performs herself in her spare time!! She has really enjoyed 

working on HMS Pinafore - well done to  the cast fo r their hard work!

Liz Petleg-Jones - Assistant Director

Last seen as Golde in Fiddler on the Roof, this is Liz’s first experience of 
being on “ the other side” of a WOS production. However, she directed 
num erous m usical p roductions during her teach ing career. She is 
de ligh ted to  be w orking a longside Suzanne and Louise w ith such a 
ta lented and experienced cast.

marcus Reei/es - musical Director

This is M arcus’ firs t production w ith WOS. He is fa r more used to 
w orking w ith children, having been involved in a num ber of shows at 
Farleigh School, the Prep School near Andover, where he runs the Music 
Departm ent. The last tim e he was involved in a m odernised G&S was 
with Southampton University’s LOpSoc back in 2000. Marcus has enjoyed 
his firs t show w ith WOS and hopes to  be given the  opportun ity  to  w ork

w ith us again.



Rehearsing P-n-M

man
prin t and design

Proud to be print providers 
to Winchester Operatic Society

Photocopying Printing Design Colour Posters

Plan Copying Leaflets a Flyers Letterheads

Business Cards L a m in a t in g  Mounting on foamboard

Binding Scanning

Office Supplies

Collection 8 delivery

Come and visit 
our new premises!
41 -43 Jewry Street, Winchester, Hampshire S023 8RY 

tel: 01962 863105 I email: repro@copyman-onllne.co.uk

www.copyman-onllne.co.uk
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The Winnall Rack, School y.;w
was founded in 2004 to  provide IB?
free music tuition and guidance for ^  | K -
10-17 year olds living predominantly ^
in the Winnall, Highcliffe, Stanmore 
and Weeke areas of Winchester. ■ W R S I  
The project is driven by a team of „ v  J l
volunteer music tutors who help * 1 :^ * > r
and encourage the young people to wmnaii rock school

learn skills in playing instruments, singing, writing songs 
and perfoming. We rely heavily on external funding fo r the 
continuation of our work.

There will be a collection in the foyer after this show and we 
greatly appreciate your donations.

Thanh you far your support!

w i n n a l l  rock school

Winchester Operatic 
Society presents

6th - 10th 
November 2012

OUR NEXT SHOW

6th - 10th November 2012

r
 Information evening: Wednesday 23rd May 

2012, 7:30pm, St Faith’s Parish Hall, Back 
Street, Winchester

Come along and find out more about us -  this 
show is the first of our centenary year and new 
members are always welcome -  whether as 

M g  performers or backstage.

Auditions: Sunday 10th June 2012 at All 
Saints Primary School, Winchester - full 

< details at information evening.

Further details: Louise Hodson,
_ Production Manager

louise_hodson549@hotmail.com

The Chesil Theatre presents:

FOOTLIGHTS YOUTH 
THEATRE PRESENTS

The Plaza Theatre, Romsey 
Tue 10-Sat 14 July 2012

7:30pm plus Sat mat 2.30pm 
Tickets from £10 
Box Office 01794 512987 
or www.footiightsyouth.org

with a 2.30pm matinee on 26th May ■  ■ ■  I H l  w k  ’H C  

Tickets from www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk

Hanger Farm Arts Centre
Monday 23 - Thursday 26 July, 7.30pm
Tickets £10 from 023 8066 7683

Pocket G&S Proudly Presents

(Pirates
< & % W a n c ev V  ^ V  ^ b y  Gilbert &

0 )

Sullivan

mailto:louise_hodson549@hotmail.com
http://www.footiightsyouth.org
http://www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk


hentons
olicitors & Mediators

Proud to support Winchester 
Operatic Society 

S Jl f
Wishing you a tuneful evening! 

J2 X JJ

Obtain your legal needs locally

Open Mon-Fri 9am -  5.15pm 
Saturday 10am -  1 pm

01962 844544
Star Lane House, Staple Gardens, 
Winchester, Hampshire S023 9AD

main@shentons.co.uk
www.shentons.co.uk ■ ¥

Weddings Anniversaries Civil Ceremonies Receptions Christenings
...Because a special occasion deserves a beautiful location...

W hether you are looking fo r an in tim ate event or a spectacular gathering, our scenic 
venues and fantastic value make The Wessex Conference Centre the perfect place to 
celebrate your special occasion. We are just ten m inutes from  W inchester city centre 
based on Sparsholt College campus.

We believe your event should be as individual as you are, so call 
our dedicated Conference and Events Manager, Anne McDonald, 
to arrange a viewing o f our wonderfu l venues. 01962 797259. Wessex

info@thewessexcentre.co.uk | www.thewessexcentre.co.uk | Sparsholt College, Winchester, S021 2NF

...AS SEEN ACROSS 
THE (KNOWN) UNIUERSE!

Model wearing ‘Rosa Jo’ - featured on 
the V()(ilJK Hatstand, Spring 2012

' 'Marvellous ‘M illine ry
Exclusive handmade aesians 

by Simon Moanwell-Ralph

www inarvcHlousmillinory.co.uk

mailto:main@shentons.co.uk
http://www.shentons.co.uk
mailto:info@thewessexcentre.co.uk
http://www.thewessexcentre.co.uk


T ROL L BE ADS
THE O R I G I N A L  SINCE 1976

S l l l l
^^^Uoo^oldsmiths^cuik
79 PARC I I.M KN T S TR I.K T  
W INO I Ii;s 'l I R IIA M P S II IRK 
■S023KAT Th:!.: 1)1962 861)2112
w w w .trollbeads.c o .uk

http://www.trollbeads.co.uk

