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Silver Jubilee
This Souvenir Programme is presented to you as a Member or Patron 
of the Winchester Amateur Operatic Society to commemorate the 

Twenty-iifth Production of the Society.
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rj IC S  o re w o ra

f~ \N C E  more the members of the Operatic Society are delighted to entertain their many patrons 

and friends with Gilbert and Sullivan Opera, this time with the attractive and 

mirth-provoking masterpiece “ The Gondoliers,” one of the most lively and vivacious works 

in the inimitable series of Savoy Operas presented to the public from 1875 to 1896. This is 

the third appearance of this Opera on the Guildhall stage, first in 1922 and next in 1930, and to 

illustrate the inevitable changes that are inherent in the life of Amateur Societies it is an interesting 

fact that only three members of the present Company were acting in the 1930 production, these 

being Miss Q. Bird, Miss C. Portsmouth and Mrs. J. Pearson. The Winchester Society takes 

special pride in this present production, seeing that it marks the TW ENTY - FIFTH Session 

of its public performances, a very worthy achievement and one to be pardonably proud of.

Following the long gap caused by the war, it was not until 1947 that activities could be 

resumed by the newly-formed Company, starting with the Concert version of “ Merrie England ” 

and a full production of “ Iolanthe ” in 1948.

The preparation of “ The Gondoliers ” has necessitated an immense amount of hard 

work by all concerned, long and arduous rehearsals being carried out under the direction 

of Mr. Lawson Mackay, the Producer, and Mr. John Sealey, the Musical Director. Mrs. 

Saunders has rendered very valuable aid as accompanist throughout, while the loyalty and hard 

work of the principals and chorus have been beyond reproach. Difficulties, mainly due to illness, 

were eventually ironed out, particular attention being devoted to the important question of 

emergency understudies, a theatrical insurance against possible happenings in any stage production 

which it is both wise and sensible to carry out. In regard to the very humorous story of “The 

Gondoliers,” the present time is not altogether inappropriate to see it presented, as in 1889, the 

date of its first appearance, the dreams of democracy were being genially flouted by Gilbert with 

the unanswerableness of

“ When everyone is somebody 
Then no one’s anybody.”

In a few moments the curtain will rise on this delightful Opera and the Society members 

express the hope that all present will thoroughly enjoy the performance.
A. C.



The Winchester Amateur Operatic Society

'President 
Vice-Presidents -

- TH E LORD ASHBURTON 
MUIR M ATHIESON, ARCHIE CLEMENTS
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Costumes, Perruquier and make-up, B. J. Simmons & Co. Ltd., London 
Scenery by “ Cape of Chiswick ”
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C. R. H opkins
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M iss M. H utchings M iss V. M. Russell
M iss C. D . Liddle M rs. E. Sealey
M iss P. V. Lovell M rs. M. .1. Sealey
M rs. V . M. L. M ann M rs. D . Smith
M iss C. F. Medley M rs. G. M. Smith
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M iss M. Peploe M rs. A. D. W ickens
M rs. C. M. Powell M rs. D . W ild
M iss J. R. P ritchard M iss B. W right
Mrs. M. J. B arron-Renton M rs. M. E. W right
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THE lively and entertaining story of “ The Gondoliers ” centres round the strange and 
romantic fortunes of two sturdy and exceedingly handsome brothers in Venice, Marco 
and Giuseppe Palmieri, who follow the humble calling of Venetian gondoliers. Both are 

Republicans of strong socialist convictions, holding that “ all men are equal,” who to their amaze­
ment are suddenly called upon to assume the trials and responsibilities of a dual monarchy—a 
strange freak of fortune for which they are quite unprepared. Carrying their convictions into 
practice amongst their subjects, it is perhaps not surprising to find that with their rise to such a 
high degree of social importance the quaint Court of Barataria is soon filled with functionaries 
basking in the splendour of such titles as the Lord High Vagabond and the Lord High Cook.

Owing to their good looks, there is keen competition amongst the lovely girls of Venice to 
secure the two brothers as husbands, which is finally amicably settled by a game of blind man’s 
buff. The girls they catch they agree to marry, and happily enough the two lucky ones, Tessa 
and Gianetta, prove to be “just the very girls we wanted,” and duly celebrated in hilarious song 
and dance.

The unexpected arrival of a Spanish grandee, the Duke of Pla2a-Toro, with his family 
and suite, turns out to be a visit of more than ordinary State importance, a veritable “ spanner 
thrown into the works,” to use a modern colloquialism. Being extremely impoverished, the 
wily old Duke announces with unctious pride that his beautiful daughter, Casilda, was married 
by proxy when six months old to the infant heir to the Baratarian Throne, whose whereabouts 
is unknown for he had alas ! been stolen by the Inquisition. The pompous and pugnacious 
Grand Inquisitor, Don Alhambra, schemes in more or less masterly fashion to clarify the situation, 
claiming that the lost heir must be one of the two handsome gondoliers engaging the attention 
of so many fair Venetian ladies. His ruling is that until the mystery is solved both must jointly 
rule as King. This they reluctantly agree to do, the dual role providing much of the fun and 
frolic of the Opera. Unhappily for the Grand Inquisitor’s well-laid plans, he learns that both have 
hastened to marry their respective brides, while Casilda is highly indignant at being wedded in 
childhood without being consulted at the time. During all this excitement the Duke and his 
stately Duchess have been busily engaged in inventing schemes to replenish the family exchequer 
by fair means or foul, the most arresting being the formation of a new Company, “ The Duke 
of Plaza-Toro Limited,” a flotation which, owing to his prestige, brings in the cash with sur­
prising ease. Things look very rosy for a time and all goes well for the coming wedding. Luckily 
the tangled plot is swiftly and happily solved by Inez, the aged foster-mother of the missing Prince, 
for she is the only one who is able to reveal his identity.

All ends merrily, and we leave the audience to make their own surmises in regard to the 
surprising solution of this extremely complicated affair.

A. C.



Gilbert and Sullivan’s Opera

“ The Gondo liers33
o r  THE KING OF BAR AT ARIA 

^By permission of the executors of R. D Oyly Carte

Dramatis persona :

The Duke of Plaza-Toro (a grandee of Spain)
Luiz (bis Attendant) -
Don Alhambra Del Bolero (the Grand Inquisitor)
Marco Palmieri "J 
Giuseppe Palmieri
Antonio y (I ’enetian Gondoliers)
Francesco
Giorgio J
Annibale - - - - -
The Duchess of Plaza-Toro -
Casilda (her Daughter) - - - - -
Gianetta 'j
Tessa
Fiametta ^ (Contadint) . . .
Vittoria
Giula J
Inez (the King’s foster-mother) - - - -

- Stanley Richardson
- E rxest Fulford
- Iohn Miller 

("Merytn Hayne
H orace T aylor  

- d  L io n e l Chew  
Jack D ou glas  

(_ A lfr e d  Anderson
- Roy Portsmouth
- D orothy Crosby
- V era  Portsm outh  

f  Shirley- W ride
Muriel W ilson 
E lma Chew 
H azel Rouse 

(^Marion W atts
- E ileen Morgan

Chorus of Gondoliers and Contadine, Men-at-Amis. Heralds and Payes

ACT I—THE PIAZZETTA, VENICE

ACT II—PAVILION IN  THE PALACE OF BARATARIA

(An interval of three months is supposed to elapse between Acts I and 111

Date— 17 so

Bird , Q. F. 
B ishop, K. A. 
Cooke, S. M. 
E lton, M. 
F isher, M. E. 
G osling, VC.

Chorus of Contadine :
H ayne, I. M.
Joyce,  W. E. 
McD onald, E . H. 
O ’G rady, I.
O v t o n , M.
O wton. R.

P earson. J. 
P ortsmouth, C. L. V. 
Roberts. S. K.
Sm ith , K. M. 
Smithers, E. C. 
Stone, J. V.
Symonds A.

Baverstock, R. A. 
B elcher, R. E. 
Cave, J. \Y. 
H arding , G. V. 
H eal, A. V.

D ancy, A. 
Bone, M.

Chorus of Gondoliers, etc. :
H ooker, A . M.
H utchins, R. C.
Jones, H. C. W .
Josey, S. J.
O ’G rady, J.

S aunders, D. G. 
Savage, G, \Y. 
Sm ith , G. G. 
Struthers, M. H. 
W atterson, F. 
W itcher, R. J- O.

Drummer Boy : 
M ichael C)liver

Producer and Stage Director : 
LAWSON MACKAY

Musical Director :
JOH N  SEALEY, b .m u s ., f .r .c .o ., a .r .c .m.



MUSICAL NUMBERS
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OVERTURE
ACT I

Chorus of Contadine (-with Solos)

Entrance of Casilda, Duchess, Tui^, and Duke “ From the sunnv Spanish shore”

Song (Duke of Plasqa-Toro) - - - “ In enterprise of martial kind ”
Recit. (Casilda and Tuif) - - - “ O rapture, when alone together ”
D uet (Casilda and Tuif) - - “ There was a time ”

Song (Don Alhambra, with Casilda, Lui%, Duke,
and Duchess) - - - - “ No possible doubt whatever ”

Recit. (Casilda and Don Alhambra) - “ But, bless my heart ”

Quintet (Casilda, Duchess, L u i D u k e ,  and
Grand Inquisitor) - - - - “ Try we life long ”

Chorus, “ Bridegroom and Bride ”
with Solo (Tessa) - - - - “ When a merry maiden marries

Finale—Song (Gianetta) -
Quartet (Tessa, Gianetta, Marco, and 

Giuseppe) -

“ Kind sir, you cannot have the heart ’ 

“A regular Royal Queen ”

act n

Chorus of Men (with Marco and Giuseppe) 

Song (Giuseppe) (with Chorus)

Song (Marco) -

Scena (Chorus of Girls, Quartet, Duet, and 
Chorus)

Chorus and D ance -

Song (Don Alhambra, with Marco and Giuseppe)

Quartet (Gianetta, Tessa, Marco, and Giuseppe)

Chorus of Men (with Duke and Duchess)

Song (Duchess) -

Recit. and D uet (Duke and Duchess)

Gavotte (Casilda, Duchess, Marco, Giuseppe, and 
Duke) - 

Quintet and Finale (Casilda, Gianetta, Tessa, 
Marco, Giuseppe, and Chorus)

“ Rising early in the morning ” 

“ Take a pair of sparkling eyes

“ Dance a Cachucha ”

“ There lived a king ”

“ In a contemplative fashion ”

“ With ducal pomp ”

“ On the day when I was wedded ” 

“ Small tides and orders ”

“ l a m a  courtier grave and serious ”



ORCHESTRA

1st Violins :
Mr. E. T rigg 
Mrs. Hartnell 
Mrs. W arwick 
Miss K. Coleclough

2  nd Violins :
Miss N. Fulcher 
Miss G. Fielder 
Mr. S. Z. A lma 
Mrs. Payne

Violas :
M iss A. H arris 
Mrs. A. C. Fortlage

'Cellos :
Mr. W alton 
Miss O. O rme

Double Bass : 
Mrs. E- Brooks

Flutes :
Mrs. King 

*Mr. Prichard

Oboe :
Mr. O rton

Clarinets :
Mr. W. T. Jackson 

*Mr. Fernley

Bassoons :
*Mr. K inlock 

Mr. F. Burgess

Horns :
M r. Morris 

*Mr. Jones

Trumpets :
Mr . S. V. Payne 

•M r . Frogley

Trombones ,
Mr . Coxon 
Mr . H askell 
Mr. E. C. Benton

Timpani :
•M r . Silver

* Members of The King’s Royal Rifle Corps Band, by kind permission of the Commanding Officer,
Colonel C. T. Mitford-Slade.

The Winchester Amateur Operatic Society welcomes all visiting Societies and wishes to thank
them for their interest and support.

PAST PRODUCTIONS
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The Pirates of Penzance ” - 1913
The Mikado ” - 1914
Iolanthe ” - - 1920
The Yeoman of the Guard ” - 1921
The Gondoliers ” - - 1922
Patience ” - - 1923
Ruddigore ” - I924
Trial by Jury ” and
H.M.S. Pinafore” - i 925
Princess Ida ” - - 1926
The Mikado ” - i 927
Iolanthe ” - - 1928
Merrie England ” - - *929

“ The Gondoliers - - 1930
“ U topia” - - - 1931
“ The Yeoman of the G u ard ” - 1932
“ The Pirates of Penzance” - 1933
“ Ruddigore ”  - 1934
“ Princess Id a ” - - - 1935
“ The M ikado” - - - 1936
“ Iolanthe ” - - - ^937
“ Tom Jones ” - - - J93^
“ Monsieur Beaucaire ” - - 1939
“ Merrie England,” Concert Version 1947
“ Io lan the” - - - 1948



PATRONS
T he R ig h t W orshipful T he Mayor o f  W inchester  

(C ou n cillor  Mrs. Crompton, m.b.e., j.p.)

Ashburton, The Lord H arding, Mr. and Mrs. G. V. Richardson, Mr. S. A.
Bather, Miss E. C. 
Browne, Miss M. P.

H ayne, Mr. A. E. 
Hayne, Miss D. 
Hutchings, Mrs. G. E.

Robertson, Major M. 
Russell, Miss V.

Bull, The Misses Hutchins, Mr. R.
Salmon, Mr. G.

Carse, Mrs. M. F. 
Carter, Mr. G. Ingram, Mr. P. W. Sherriff, Mrs. M. E.

Charles, Mrs. A. V. 
Coombes, Mr. W. N. Jarman, Mr. H. W. Taylor, Mr. A. J. C. 

Taylor, Mr. H.
Crawford, Mrs. C. N.

Oakeshott, Mr. W. F. T homson, Mr. T. F.

Dennis, Mr. A. K. Oxley, D r. P. M.
Vaughan, Mr. and Mrs. J.

Edmonds, Mr. A. T. Parr, Mr. J. W.
Pearson, Mr. and Mrs. P. N. Walpole, Mrs. A.

Fielder, Mrs. A. Warren, Mr. F.
Fielder, Miss E. Rannie, Mr. J. A. M. Wells, Miss M. W.

Reeves, A dmiral E. W hitwam, Mrs. G.
Gibson, D r. R. Rego Clothiers Ltd. W igley, Mrs. E. L.
Goddard, Mr. L. G. Wright, Mr. R. M.

The Society wishes to thank the above Patrons for their continued support, and request all those 
who are interested in its work and who wish to become Patrons, non-Acting or Acting Members

to complete the form set forth below.

WINCHESTER AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

I wish to become—
{a) Patron (Annual Subscription ior. 6d.).

(b) non-Acting Member (Annual Subscription ioj. 6d.).

(c) Acting Member (Annual Subscription £ i. u . od.). Voice Trial held annually.
Kindly delete lines not applicable.

Signed...............................................................

Please tear out and hand to a Steward on leaving the Hall,



ANNUAL DINNER AND DANCE

The Society is holding its Dinner and Dance at the Guildhall 
on Monday, May 16th, and a cordial welcome is extended to all 
friends who would like to be present.

Tickets for same (price 12J. 6d.) may be obtained from any 
member of the Committee or from the Chief Steward.

WARREN
winchiib run


