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“ MONSIEUR BEAUCAIRE ”
STORY OF THE OPERA

T-JIS Royal Highness, the Duke of Orleans, cousin 
of the King of France, has incurred the wrath 

of his Royal master by refusing to accept the lady 
apportioned to him. Thrown into the prison of 
Vincennes, he is helped to escape to England by 
his friend the Marquis de Mirepoix, the French 
Ambassador, posing as a barber in his suite. Monsieur 
Beaucaire, as he calls himself, as a lucrative sideline 
establishes a gaming-house at his lodgings in Bath, 
being visited secretly by the English aristocrats, who 
though despising him as a barber are only too ready 
to win his money at cards, which by the way they 
seldom do.

Beaucaire, an aristocrat to the finger-tips, has 
fallen in love with Lady Mary Carlisle, whose beauty 
and charm have attracted quite a number of suitors, 
including the unscrupulous Duke of Winterset, who 
must retrieve his depleted estates by a wealthy 
marriage, and Bantison, the latter richly endowed 
with this world’s goods, but far less so with brains 
or common sense. By a cleverly concocted plan 
Beaucaire detects Winterset’s cheating at cards, and 
using this as a lever forces the Duke to agree to 
present him to Lady Mary and society at large, at 
Lady Rellerton’s ball, as The Due de Chdteaurien.
Major Molyneux, Beaucaire’s friend and confidant, 
warns him of his danger in crossing swords with 
Winterset, but without avail, for Beaucaire is deter
mined to prevent the Duke marrying her, and even 
more determined to win her for himself. So much 
for the Prologue, which in graphic scene and stirring 
dialogue opens up the romantic story of the Opera.

That night the great ballroom is crowded with all the fashion and elite of Bath, Lady Mary, “ the 
queen of all English beauty ” being the focal point of interest, for all are expecting to hear of her engage
ment to the Duke of Winterset. He arrives with the mysterious Due de Chateaurien, the latter, whose 
air of distinction and graceful deportment cause a sensation, at once laying siege to Lady Mary. Winterset 
lays a plot to embroil him with a noted swordsman. Captain Badger, but with sad results, for he meets 
his master. Lady Mary being so impressed by his prowess, not to mention his ardent love-making, that 
she presents him with the floral favour he has asked for. Three weeks later the wealthy Bantison throws 
a super Pastoral FSte in his Park, mainly with the idea of impressing her ladyship with the solid advantages 
he can offer her. He even declares his readiness to fight the Frenchman to win her hand. Winterset, 
desperate, now conceives another plot, and a rather dastardly one, this to expose Chateaurien publicly 
as the low-born barber who was so ignominiously expelled from the Pump Room. He prevails on his 
gentlemen friends to attack Chateaurien, with dire results however to each and every one. They are 
no match for his amazing skill, although in the melee the gallant Frenchman does not escape unscathed. 
The third and final Act introduces a note of comedy, the distressed and wounded warriors gaining all the 
satisfaction they can from what Rakell tells them is a moral victory. Lady Mary, indignant at first at 
Beaucaire’s seeming duplicity, scorns his advances, but yielding to his impassioned wooing obeys the 
dictates of her heart and champions his cause against Winterset. The arrival o f the French Ambassador 
effects a surprising and sensational transformation for in dramatic fashion Beaucaire’s real identity is 
revealed at last. He claims his bride-to-be, while the rascally Duke of Winterset stands exposed in 
threefold fashion as a liar, a coward and a cheat. All ends happily on the not inappropriate note of the 
Entente Cordiale,

“ May two fair lands together 
In love and honour hold.
And stand as friends 
Till the last war ends 
In the peaceful age of gold.”

A charming and colourful Opera, giving a vivid and attractive glimpse into English life and times 
of days gone by.

A. C.



THE WINCHESTER AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
HAS PLEASURE IN  PRESENTING

“ MONSIEUR BEAUCAIRE ”
A ROMANTIC OPERA IN THREE ACTS

(Founded on Booth T arkington’s story)

Music by ANDRE MESSAGER. Book by FREDERICK LONSDALE.
Lyrics by ADRIAN ROSS.

D R A M A  T IS  P E R SO N A E  :
Monsieur Beaucaire
Philip Molyneux
Frederick Bantison
Rakell
Townbrake
Duke of Winterset
Beau Nash
Captain Badger
Bicksitt
Francois
Joliffe
Marquis de Mirepoix 
Lady Mary Carlisle 
Lucy
Countess of Greenbury 

Girls -

Full Chorus of G uests, Courtiers

R onald Smart 
H ilary E wart 

S tanley W illiams 
Archie Clements 

E dward T aylor 
H orace T aylor 

F rederick C hisnell 
John Smith 

Sydney Johnston 
Arnold M edley 

D enis Baxter 
F rederick E ffeney 

M ary T urner 
M uriel W ilson 

D orothy G ardener 
/  Barbara W hitwam 
l M argaret Elton 

and Soldiers.

L adies of the Chorus :
J. M. Alcock 
Q. F. Bird 
I. M. Biles 
M. L. Baxter 
D . K. Bassett 
D. M. Crosby 
C. Chown

N . L. Carker 
G. E. Constant 
S. D oswell 
D . East
W. M . Edwards 
V. A. G ard

E. A. G eorge 
S H aysom 
V. H ansford 
G. John 
A. M ajor 
D . M . M ansfield

J. M . Pearson 
J. Phillips
C. Portsmouth 
V. Russell
P. M . Richardson
D . M . R idout

G entlemen of the Chorus :
A. J. Anderson 
J. Andrews 
W. A. Cleeve 
J. S. D ouglas 
R. V. East

M . H ayne
J. H eal
A. V. H eal
P. O. K ing
C. R. L. Portsmouth

S. A. R ichardson
A. Slater
M. N . Sharland
B. T aylor 
H. L. T yne

SYNOPSIS OF SQENES 

PROLOGUE. MONSIEUR BEAUCAIRE’S LODGINGS IN  BATH. (Early Evening.) 
ACT I. LADY RELLERTON’S BALLROOM. (Same Evening.)
ACT II. AT MR. BANTISON’S PARK, O UTSIDE OF BATH. (Three weeks later.) 
ACT III. ASSEMBLY ROOM AT BATH. (One week later.)



ORCHESTRA
l s r  Violins :

M r . J. Sealey (Leader) 
Miss K. Coleclough 
M iss J. Fynney 
Mrs. E. M. Foden

2nd Violins :
Miss G. F ielder 
M iss A. Harris 
M rs. Jameson 
M r. A. G ambrill

Violas :
M rs. A. C. Fortlage 
M iss M . K. Cook

'Cellos :
Miss D. H old aw ay 
Miss R. Redmayne

Double Bass : 
M r. J. A. Pipe

Flute :
M r. H. J. K ite

Oboe :
M r. J. G. H aley

Clarinets :
M r. F. S. T yler 
M r. T . Jackson

Bassoon :
M r. F. Burgess

Horns :
M r. H. L. E. Burch 

*Mr. E. Roberts

Trumpets :
M r. W. Jacob 

*Mr. W. H. Smith

Trombones :
♦Mr. E. Langhope 
*Mr. G. H ebron

Timpani :
M r. J. K ite

Harp :
M rs. A. M. Robinson

* Members of the Royal Artillery Mounted Band, by kind permission of the Commanding Officer.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
PROLOGUE.

Chorus - - - - - - -
Song (Beaucaire) - - - - - -
T rio (Molyneux, Beaucaire and Winterset)

Voyageur’s Song 
“ Red Rose ” 

“ Going to the Ball ”

ACT I.
Opening Chorus - - - - -
D uet (Lucy and Molyneaux) -  - -
Chorus - - - - - -
Song (Lady Mary) - -  -  -
Chorus - - - - - -
Song (Beaucaire) -
D uet (Lady Mary and Beaucaire) -
Quartette (Molyneux, Beaucaire, Badger and Winterset)
R ose M inuet and F inale -

“ The Beaux and the Belles of Bath ” 
“A little more ” 

“ Come with welcome ” 
“ I do not know ”

- “ Who is this ? ”
“ English Maids ” 

“ Lightly, lightly ”
- - “ No offence ”
- “ Come, come to the Minuet ”

ACT II.
C horus and D ance

Song (Beau Nash) -
Song (Lucy) -
Song (Lady Mary) -
Song (Molyneux) -
D uet (Lady Mary and Beaucaire) -
F inale -

“ When the sun is golden ” 
“ When I was King of Bath ” 

“ That’s a woman’s way ” 
“ Philomel ” 

“ Honour and love ” 
“ Say no more ” 

“ Nay, stop ! ”

ACT III.
Opening Chorus Have you heard ? ’
Sextette (Rakell, Townbrake, Joliffe, Badger, Bantison and Bicksitt) “ The Honours of War 
D uet (Lucy and Molyneux) .  - - - “ We are not speaking now
Solo (Lady M a r y ) ...............................................................................................“ what are names ? ”
Chorus - - -  - -  - -  “ Way for the Ambassador ’
F inale - - - - - - - “ Oh fair be wind and weather ”



THE WINCHESTER AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY.
President and Chairman of Committee

EXECUTIVE  
A. Clements R. E lkins
F. C. Chisnell M. H ayne

G. S. Johnston
Producer and Stage Manager
Musical Director -  - -
Assistant Stage Manager and Property Manager
Accompanist -
Hon. Secretary -
Assistant Hon. Secretary -
Hon. Treasurer -
Assistant Hon. Treasurer -  -  -

THE LORD NORTHBROOK

COM M ITTEE :
J. T. L averty R. Smart
A. F. M edley H. T aylor

A. Slater
LAW SON MACKAY  

ROBERT IRVING  
ARNOLD M EDLEY  

PRIMROSE COBB, a .r. c.m ., l .r.a .m .
JAMES T . LAVERTY  

BARBARA W HITW AM  
C. C. GREGORY  

C. H. D IL L O N  - TRENCHARD

Costumes, Wigs, etc., from B. J. Simmons & Co. L td ., London.
Scenery by “ Cape of Chiswick.”

General Scenic Supervisor - - - - - -  R. A. SIM PK IN S

ANNUAL DINNER A N D  D A N C E.
The Society is holding its usual Dinner and Dance at the Guildhall on Monday, May 22nd, and a 

cordial welcome is extended to all friends who would like to be present. Tickets for same (price 7s. 6d.) 
can be obtained from any member of the Dinner Committee, or from the Chief Steward at the Hall during 
the Opera Week.

The profits from the sale of Chocolates are generously given by Messrs. Tyler's, Winchester, towards 
the funds of the Society.

STEW ARDS :

M r . A. J. Crosby 
„ F. Elton 
„  L. G ardener 
„ A. H arding 
„  G. H arding 
„ D. H arding

Chief Steward

M r. J. G raham- 
H utchings 

„ R. H awkins 
„  G. Jeffery 
„ F. Jupe 
„  W. Lock

M r. J. T . L averty

M r. B. D. G. L udford 
„  J. M oreton 
„ P. Pearson 
„  Parsons 
„  F. Smith 
„ E. E. Sharland

M r . T hwaite 
„  E. R. Vaughan 
,, W. R. Vaughan 
„  C. W atson 
,, J. M . W ilson

PROGRAMMES AND CHOCOLATES :

M iss D . Ashby 
M iss E. Anderson 
M iss A. B iles 
M iss M. Bishop 
M rs. A. Clements 
M iss P. Cobb 
M iss B. D ean 
M iss M. D ownie 
M rs. R. Elkins

M rs. L . D . G ordon 
M iss Gunn  
M rs. H ancock 
M rs. B. H utchings 
M rs. G raham-

H utchings 
M iss Harrod 
M rs. Haddock 
M iss J. H ennesey 
M iss B. M ackrill

M rs. A. F. M edley 
M iss C. M edley 
M iss E. M anley 
M iss H. F. P earson 
M iss E. P innick  
M iss P. Pritchard 
M iss D . Pad wick 
M rs. Peaty 
M iss W. Russell 
M rs. F. Smith

M iss P. S oons 
M iss M . Stinchcombe 
M iss R. W ebb 
M rs. N . M .

W est garth 
M iss  S. W estgarth 
M iss J. W ard 
M rs. W ild

• A R B I N  A I M ,  i .T * ,


