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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

The success with which the Society met the challenge of last year' 
production of "Fiddler on the Roof" showed the richness of talent at its 
command.

A return to "The Gondoliers", one of the most loved operas in the Gilbert 
and Sullivan repertoire, should ensure capacity audiences and an evening of 
delight for every one of them.

WINCHESTER AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

President: James Sabben-Clare
Vice-Presidents
The Right Worshipful the Mayor o f Winchester Cllr. Susan Glasspool, 
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Alison Hickmott, Emma Jobling, David Morgan, Christine Walters, Jane 
Whitehead, David Wilson, Vara Williams.

JILL MEAGER
Producer

Jill originally iramed as a pianist, conductor and teacher 
at Bretton Hall College of Music Art & Drama and she 
taught music in schools for 5 years, her training also 
included extensive work in the fields of dance and drama. 
She took up singing while later working as a freelance 
teacher of piano.

The followed many years of work as a singer and teacher 
of singing; much of it in opera with leading roles for the 

Carlos Opera Company in London and Opera 70 in Chichester. She also worked as a musical 
director and vocal coach and latterly as a producer. Operas that she has produced in the last 
few years include:- The Yeomen of the Guard, Hansel and Gretel, Dido and Aeneas, The 
Gondoliers, The Beggars Opera, The Tales of Hoffman, The Impresario, Louise, and, her last 
production w ith WAOS. The Pirates of Penzance.

Jill founded her own opera training company in 1 983, The Hillside Opera Workshop, and has 
coached, directed and produced them in many different fields of work. She also founded her 
own large choir, the Hillside Singers in 1971 and this continues to go from strength to 
strength to strength performing to a very high standard.

ALLUN PROOM
|  Musical Director

|  The Gondoliers is Allun's first show with WAOS, and 
|  begins what we hope will be a long association with the 
I  Society. A graduate of the Royal College of Music, Allun 
|  is a professional trumpet player, filling in time between 
I engagements and tours with ensembles like the Royal 
|  Shakespeare Company and the London Mozart Players, 
j  w ith teaching brass instruments at a number of schools, 
{ including the Purcell school and St Pauls Girls' School. In 
! 1992 he was appointed Musical Director of the Luton 

Light Operatic Society where he has been the musical Director for a number of successful 
shows including Annie, Oliver, Anything Goes, Call Me Madam and Irene. His involvement with 
WAOS is about to get even closer, as. in tw o weeks, he is marrying a member of the cast 
yes. on May 21st, Vittoria w ill find out for herself what it 's  like When A Merry Maiden 

Marries!
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CAST

Duke of Plaza-Toro (a Grandee of Spain) 
Luiz (his attendent)
Duchess of Plaza-Toro 
Casilda, their daughter 
Don Alhambra Del Bolero 
(The Grand Inquisitor)
Inez (The King's Foster-mother) 
Drummer/ Flower-Girl

Gondoliers
Marco Palmieri
Guiseppe Palmieri
Antonio
Francesco
Georgio
Annibale

Contadine

Gianetta
Tessa
Fiametta
Vittoria
Giulia

Bob Jones 
Tim Ames 
Joyce Smith 
Cerys Byrne 
Tom Williams

Jan Gwynne-Howell 
Cressida Bullough

Tony Reid 
Clive Hilton 
John Jackson 
Graham Light 
David Cobbold 
Ben Wright

Penny Bullough 
Elizabeth Barlow 
Liz Mason 
Alison Hickmott 
Kate Freemantle

Ladies Chorus of Contadine. Townspeople and Servants
Pauline Wilson, Mary Dickinson, Catherine Halliwell, Tricia Caldbeck,
Mary Jackson, Carole Steel, Sue Chamberlain. Margaret Bone, Anne Ross, 
Pam Jones, Joyce Sadd

Mens Chorus of Gondoliers. Men-at-Arms. Townspeople and Servants 
Richard Chamberlain, Phil Remmington, Rick Bremner, Martin Larcombe, 
James Larcombe, Mike Vokes. Brian Hurst, Jock Killick, David Morgan, 
Colin Paice, Dick Trower, Chris Willson

Understudies:
Don Alhambra - John Jackson; Gianetta - Liz Mason; Duchess - Vara Williams. 
Duke - Graham Light; Luiz - James Larcombe; Casilda - Kate Freemantle



SYNOPSIS
Act 1
Venitian girls are making bridal bouquets and singing of their love for Marco 
and Giuseppe Palmieri, two gondoliers, much to the annoyance of the other 
gondoliers. The tw o brothers arrive to choose brides, which they do by 
playing blind man's bluff. They win Gianetta and Tessa, to nobody's great 
surprise, and everybody decides to go o ff to be married. Enter the Duke and 
Duchess of Plaza-Toro with their daughter Casilda and their drummer- 
attendant Luiz. They have come to Venice from Spain to find the 
whereabouts of the King of Barataria from the Grand Inquisitor, Don 
Alhambra del Bolero. They explain to Casilda that she was married, as an 
infant, to the King. This is devastating news to Casilda who is secretly in 
love with Luiz. Don Alhambra arrives and reveals that, many years ago, he 
had had the king stolen and had hidden him with the Palmieri family of 
gondoliers here in Venice. Unfortunately due to "a terrible taste for tippling" 
this "highly respectable gondolier" always confused the prince and his own 
son. The only one who could tell the difference is the prince's foster mother 
Inez, who happens to be Luiz’s mother! She had been entrusted with the 
care of the prince by the old King and had now been summoned. Meanwhile 
the weddings have taken place and everyone is celebrating when Don 
Alhambra arrives. He explains, to everyone's delight, that either Marco or 
Giuseppe is the King of Barataria. Until everything is sorted out he has 
arranged for them to reign jointly. The gondoliers thus leave for Barataria but 
have to leave the girls they have just married behind.

Act2

It is now three months later and the regime in Barataria has been established 
on principles of universal equality with everyone having a position at court. 
The girls have still not been allowed entry and the men are missing them. 
Suddenly the girls arrive having taken matters into their own hands. The men 
are of course delighted to see their new wives and a feast and dance is 
arranged to celebrate. Proceedings are dampened, however, by the arrival of 
Don Alhambra who explains that one of Marco of Giuseppe is an inadvertent 
bigamist owing to have been married to Casilda in infancy. The Duke and 
Duchess, Casilda and Luiz arrive with much pomp but are not received with 
any ceremony, to their annoyance. The Duke is now the Duke of Plaza-Toro 
Limited: and he and the Duchess are very busy making money by personal 
appearances and advertising products they would never dream of using.
There is general confusion until Inez arrives and reveal that, to ensure his 
safety, she had swopped the prince for her own son and that the rightful 
King is Luiz! He ascends the throne with Casilda as his Queen and everybody 
returns, more or less thankfully to their old positions.

MUSICAL NUMBFRS

OVERTURE

Act 1: - The Piazzetta, Venice

1. Chorus of Contadine (with solos),"List and Learn"
2. Duke, Duchess, Casilda & Luiz,"From the sunny Spanish shore"
3. SongfDtvAre o f Plaza-Toro), "In enterprise of martial kind"
4. Recit. and Duet (Casilda and Luiz), "0  rapture, when alone together"
5. Duet (Casilda and Luiz), "There was a time"
6. Song (Don Alhambra, Duke, Duchess, Casilda and Luiz), "I stole the 

Prince"
7. Recit. (Casilda and Don Alhambra), "But bless my heart"
8. Quintet (Duke, Duchess, Casilda, Luiz and Grand Inquisitor), "Try we 

lifelong"
9. Chorus, "Bridegroom and Bride" with Solo (Tessa), "When a merry 

maiden marries"
10. Finale-Song (Gianetta), "Kind sir, you cannot have the heart"

Quartet(Ma/ro, Guiseppe, Gianetta and Tessa), "Then one of us”

Act 2: - Pavilion in the Palace of Barataria

1. Chorus of Men (with Marco and Guiseppe), "Of happiness the very 
pith”

2. Song (Giuseppe and Chorus), "Rising early in the morning"
3. Song (Marco), "Take a pair of sparkling eyes"
4 Scena (Chorus of Girls, Quartet, Duet and Chorus), "Here we are at the 

risk"
5. Chorus and Dance, "Dance a Cachucha"
6. Song (Don Alhambra, with Marco and Giuseppe), "There lived a King"
7. Quartet (Marco, Giuseppe, Gianetta and Tessa), "In a contemplative 

fashion"
8. Chorus of Men (with Duke and Duchess), "With ducal pomp"
9. Song (Duchess), "On the day when I was wedded"
10. Recit. and Duet (Duke and Duchess), "To help unhappy commoners"
11 Gavotte (Duke, Duchess, Casilda, Marco, and Giuseppe), "I am a

courtier grave "
12. Quintet and Finale (Marco, Giuseppe, Casilda, Gianetta, Tessa), "Here is 

a case"



Elizabeth Barlow 
(Tessa)

Penny Bullough 
(Gianetta)

Bob Jones 
(Duke of Plaza-Toro)

Joyce Smith 
(Duchess of Plaza-Toro)

Cerys Byrne 
(Casilda)

Tim Ames 
(Luiz)

Tom Williams 
Alhambra del Bolero)



THE ORCHESTRA

Leader David White

1 st Violin Tessa Welford

1st Violin Natalie Cartwright
2nd violin Mervyn Grand

Viola Deborah Hickson

Cello Peter Torrent
Double Bass Laurie Pacy
Flute/Piccolo Lorraine Brazier
Clarinet 1 Mandy Moffat
Clarinet II Ann Clausen
Oboe Barry Collisson
Horn Lesley Darlington
Trumpet Shaun Moffat
Trombone David Thomas
Percussion Edward Johnson
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pr o d u c tio n  TFAM

Production Secretary Christine Walters
Stage Manager Harry Halliwell
Deputy Stage Manager Sue Allerton
Stage Crew David Wilson, Chris Reed, Ron Wilson 

Doug Shiell,Bill Payne, James Brainwood 
Fred Corton

Lighting Ian King
Set supplied by:- James Fredrick's Scenic Studio
Prompts Phyllis Hamblin & Reg Reed
Properties Esther Golledge, Ann Cobbold
Make-up Liz Petley-Jones; plus Sheila Dyos, 

Shiela Stiling.Therese Davies 
Angela Fairchild, Barbara Jones

Wardrobe Mistress Clare Eagle
Costumes Haslemere Wardrobe
Sales and Marketing David Morgan, Joyce Smith, Bob Jones 

Mike and Maddy MacMahon and all who 
distributed posters and leaflets

Photographs by Tom Williams
Printing ADH Printing
Poster and Programme David Morgan, Brian Hurst, INTECH
Design ADH Printing
Friends Society Margaret Bone
Orchestra Secretary Margaret Williams
Front o f House Co-ordinator Vara Williams
Rehearsal Accompanist Eileen Evans

Acknowledgements:

The Society gratefully acknowledges the help given by:

The Head Teacher, Western Primary School;
Mr Les Yaldren, Caretaker, Western Primary School; 
The Brooks Centre Management;
The Theatre Royal Management and Staff;
The INTEC Centre
All who have displayed posters;
All who have loaned properties;
All who have sold tickets,
All who have helped us in any way.



FRIENDS OF WAOS. 1994

Mrs J A Beale
F K Bromley
Alan Clarke
Miss A Dampier-Child
Dr. G Edelston
Dr & Mrs Gaffikin
Mrs N J Hamer
Mrs I Hayne
Mrs M Kay
Miss C Medley
Mr Allan Parr
Mrs J W M Pearon
Capt. J W M Pertwee
Mr A Y Pinnick
Mrs S Richardson
Mrs M S Smith MBE
Mr & Mrs D H Weait
This list is complete at the
Friends whose application

Miss J D Bird 
Mr& Mrs R Chisnell 
Mr & Mrs Collins 

Miss Alice Dyson 
Desmond Farley FRCS 
Mrs Phyllis Hamblin 
Mrs B Harding 
Mr & Mrs A Hooker 
Rear-Admiral I J Lees-Spalding CB 
Mrs J O'Grady 
Mr & Mrs H C Parrott 
Lord and Lady Penrhyn 
Miss G Phillips 
Mr & Mrs M Pomeroy 
Mr & Mrs J T Shaw 
Mrs D Threllfall

time of going to press. We apologise to any 
was received too late for inclusion.

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE SOCIETY

The Society offers deep and sincere thanks for the support received from our 
Friends. If you have enjoyed this show, please consider giving your help by 
also becoming a Friend for our coming season. For a donation of £10 the 
Society offers you many benefits:
* Discounted tickets for many performances
* priority booking privileges
* A regular Society Newsletter
* The opportunity to join Society social events.

For further information contact:
Secretary to the Friends of WAOS,
Margaret Bone 
65 Fairfield Road,
Winchester

Or telephone (0962) 852165

WAOS NEXT PRODUCTION

WAOS's next production will be a concert, "PARTY TIME", on the theme of 
parties in opera and operetta's. Auditions will be held at Western Primary 
School on May 22nd starting at 11.00 am. Either bring an item from the 
programme, when it is announced, or a piece you know. An introductory 
rehearsal will be held at Western Primary School on Wednesday 25th May 
starting at 7.45 pm.

WAOS JUNIOR SECTION- NEXT SHOW

The next production by the WAOS JUNIOR SECTION will be

The Pajama Game 
21st-23rd February 1995

Make a note in your diary and come and support us.

A M A ZED , BEFUDDLED, BEMUSED 
BY SC IEN C E 8 TECHNOLOGY? 

OR JU S T  IN T E R E S T E D .

Begin the DEMISTFICATION, have FUN INTERACTING 
with our 'HANDS - ON' exhibits 
FREE to all age*. Easy Parking

open 7 Days a week 10-4. The family will love Itl
INTECH Is a part Of The HAMPSHIRE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE TRUST Ltd. a registered educational charity 

KINGS RD. off ROMSEY RD. WINCHESTER. Tel 0962 863791


